
PORT OF WOODLAND 
Meeting Minutes 

April 2, 2026 

At Port of Woodland Commission Room, 1608 Guild Road, Woodland, WA or virtually 
through Zoom.  

CALL TO ORDER 
President Wile called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 

Roll Call:   President  Robert Wile 
Secretary Robert D. Rich 
Commissioner  Patrick Canfield 
Executive Director Christopher Herman 
Operations Director  Debra Karlsson 
Finance/Administration Coord. Pam Chace – Excused Absence 
Finance Director Veronica McPherson 
Maintenance/Project Supervisor Jeremiah Landels 

OPENING REMARKS 
A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Approval of Agenda

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the April 2, 2026, agenda as 
presented. Commissioner Canfield seconded the motion. 

Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
The opportunity for public comment was provided in person, through Zoom, and in 
written form, which would be read into the record. 

A. Items ON the agenda
None

B. Items NOT ON the agenda
None
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MINUTES 
A. March 19, 2026, Regular Meeting 

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the Port of Woodland March 19, 
2026, Regular Meeting minutes as reviewed. Commissioner Canfield 
seconded the motion. 
 
Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 
 
B. March 30, 2026, Special Meeting 

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the Port of Woodland March 30, 
2026, Special Meeting minutes as reviewed. Commissioner Canfield seconded 
the motion. 
 
Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 
 
ACTION 
A. First Addendum of Lease between Yale Community Library and the Port of 
Woodland 
 
Staff reviewed reasoning for First Addendum with Commission. 
 
Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the First Addendum for Lease 
between Yale Community Library and the Port of Woodland. Commissioner 
Canfield seconded the motion.  
 
Discussion: None 
 
Vote was taken. The motion carried.  
 
B. Resolution #557 – Authorizing submittal to application for funding 
through the National Highway Freight Program to fund investment in the 
Rose Way Industrial rea including Rose Way Freight Corridor Extension 
 
Executive Director Herman explained to Commission reasoning for support of resolution. 
 
Secretary Rich made a motion to approve Resolution #557. Commissioner 
Canfield seconded the motion.  
 
Discussion: None.  
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Vote was unanimous. The motion carried.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Maintenance/Project Supervisor Landels updated the Commission on the following: 

• Staff 
• RV Park  
• 1415 Port Way  
• Pro-Active  

 
Finance Director McPherson updated the Commission on the following: 

• Inhouse Treasury 
• FSA  

 
Operations Director Karlsson updated the Commission on the following:  

• RV Park PT Employee  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
Executive Director Herman updated the Commission on the following: 

• Cudos to Staff for follow through on items while out  
• Maintenance and Project Supervisor Landels 5 years 
• Dredge Material Management Plan update 
• Grants 
• Yale Property 
• Business Plans  
• Dark Fiber  
• Granite  
• United Grain 
• 4th of July 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 
April 7, 2026, Chamber Luncheon (Commission, Herman) 
April 14, 2026, Legislative Wrap-up (Rich, Canfield)  
April 16, 2026, Regular Commission Meeting 
April 20-23, 2026, PNWA Mission to D.C. (Rich, Herman) 
April 24, 2026, Woodland High School Career Fair (Rich, Canfield) 
April 30, 2026, State of the Ports (Commission, Herman) 
May 4, 2026, Woodland Rotary Club Annual Golf Tournament (Wile, Canfield, Herman) 
May 7, 2026, Regular Commission Meeting 
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May 18, 2026, Regular Commission Meeting 
May 19-21, 2026, WPPA Spring Meeting (Commission, Herman, Karlsson, McPherson) 
May 25, 2026, Holiday – Memorial Day 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 
Commissioner Canfield stated that he is routinely asked regarding Yale Bridge extension 
of the Dark Fiber stressing importance of continuing pursuit for funding. 

Secretary Rich felt he had a very positive interaction with owner at Woodland Auto 
Parts discussing Port activity.  While he was on a walk at Horseshoe Lake, he talked 
with the Cowlitz County Correction Crew supervisor.  The supervisor, along with some 
crew members, stated how they like to do work with and for the Port. 

President Wile stated that he will be via Zoom for the April 16, 2026, meeting.  At the 
COG meeting, the funding the Port was informed about at the last meeting was 
discussed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Secretary Rich made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Canfield seconded 
the motion. 

Vote was unanimous. The motion was carried.   

President Wile declared the Regular Meeting adjourned at 10:18 AM. 

WOODLAND PORT COMMISSION 

_______________________________ 
Robert Wile, President 

_______________________________ 
Robert D. Rich, Secretary 

_______________________________ 
Pat Canfield, Commissioner 
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