
PORT OF WOODLAND 
Meeting Minutes 
January 15, 2026 

At Port of Woodland Commission Room, 1608 Guild Road, Woodland, WA or virtually 
through Zoom.  

CALL TO ORDER 
President Wile called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 

Roll Call: President Robert Wile (via Zoom) 
Secretary Robert D. Rich 
Commissioner Patrick Canfield 
Executive Director Chris Herman 
Finance Administrator Debra Karlsson 
Administrative Assistant Pam Chace 
Maintenance Supervisor Jeremiah Landels 
Finance Manager Veronica McPherson (excused absence) 

OPENING REMARKS 
A. Pledge of Allegiance

B. Approval of Agenda

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the January 15, 2026, agenda as 
presented. Commissioner Canfield seconded the motion. 

Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
The opportunity for public comment was provided in person, through Zoom, and in 
written form, which would be read into the record. 

A. Items ON the agenda
None.

B. Items NOT ON the agenda
Woodland Chamber of Commerce Keith Bellisle informed the Commission that they will
have a weekly meeting during the legislative sessions through March on Tuesdays at
7:30 am. These can be attending via Zoom or in person. Anyone is welcome to attend.
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MINUTES 
A. January 6, 2026, Regular Meeting 

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the Port of Woodland January 6, 
2026, Regular Meeting minutes as reviewed. Commissioner Canfield 
seconded the motion. 

Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
A. Monthly 

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve the Port of Woodland’s December 
2025 Financial Report. Commissioner Canfield seconded the motion. 

Discussion: None. 

Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

B. Warrants and Vouchers 

Secretary Rich made a motion to approve vouchers, warrants, electronic 
payments and debits #22051 through 22104 in the amount of $388,470.13 
noting no voids.  Commissioner Canfield seconded the motion. 

Discussion: None. 

Vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 

ACTION 
None. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A. Reach Fiber Networks 
Executive Director Herman informed the Commission that the letter discussed in the 
Executive Session at the last meeting was sent giving Reach Fiber Networks 10 days for 
response. 

B. Port of Woodland Rose Way Monument Sign 
Commission directed Executive Director Herman to proceed with the Rose Way 
Monument Sign. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
A. Rose Way Freight Corridor Extension Phase I NHFP Application 
Executive Director Herman explained reasoning for applying for the Rose Way Freight 
Corridor Extension Phase I NHFP.  Commission directed Executive Director Herman to 
proceed. 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

Maintenance Supervisor Landels updated the Commission on the following: 
• RV park preventative maintenance
• Work trucks safety improvements/maintenance

Finance Administrator Karlsson updated the Commission on the following: 
• Quarterly grants
• Career Fair

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
Executive Director Herman updated the Commission on the following: 

• Job descriptions/titles
• Brown Strauss
• Stevens Moorage/Austin Point
• 1415 Port Way
• Martin’s Bar North
• Granite groundbreaking
• Aquatic land survey

UPCOMING MEETINGS 
January 21, 2026 – Cougar Area Trail Seekers (Wile, Canfield, Landels) 
January 22, 2026 – Cowlitz Wahkiakum Council of Governments Board Meeting (Wile, 

Herman) 
January 23, 2026 – Woodland Chamber Installation and Awards Banquet (Wile, Rich, 

Karlsson)  
January 27, 2026 – Woodland Chamber Luncheon (Herman) 
February 3, 2026 – Woodland Chamber Luncheon (Herman) 
February 5, 2026 – 1st February 2026 Commission Meeting 
February 5-6, 2026 – 2026 Port Day – Olympia (Wile, Rich, Herman) 

COMMISSIONERS REPORTS 
Commissioner Canfield thought the Granite groundbreaking went very well. It was his 
first golden shovel moment. He appreciated the staff’s efforts with the luncheon and 
thought the food was great.  
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Secretary Rich thought the Granite groundbreaking went well. It was well represented. 
He thought the food was great.  

President Wile that while he could not attend the Granite groundbreaking, appreciated 
the staff for helping with it.  

ADJOURNMENT 

Secretary Rich made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Canfield seconded 
the motion. 

Vote was unanimous. The motion was carried.   

President Wile declared the Regular Meeting adjourned at 9:55 AM. 

WOODLAND PORT COMMISSION 

_______________________________ 
Robert Wile, President 

_______________________________ 
Robert D. Rich, Secretary 

_______________________________ 
Pat Canfield, Commissioner 
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