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Port’s Beach Clean Up of Austin Point Highlights
Ongoing Concerns at Waterfront Properties
More than 60 volunteers, mostly youth, picked up over 500 pounds
of trash as the Port hosted its first Beach Clean Up Day at Austin
Point in April. Members of the Woodland High School football team
also planted 200 native saplings in damaged areas of the federally
designated wetlands and installed signs along the perimeter asking
people to stay out of the sensitive areas.
This was part of the Port Commission’s
plan to reverse damage caused by
illegal four wheeling and other use.
“This was our first attempt to reestablish the health of the wetlands,
removing the trails and ruts and
maintaining the beauty of the Columbia River,” said Executive Director Jennifer Wray-Keene.
“Over the last several years, an increase in illegal dumping of all sorts of things has created a
continual clean-up operation for Port maintenance.” Wray-Keene said. “Along with dumping, an
increase of illegal camping and the abandonment of broken down vehicles, campers and RVs
has created further concern for the Port. Approximately $10,000 per year is covered through the
Port’s tax dollars to cover dump fees, vehicle removal and general
clean-up.”
Unfortunately, less than 48 hours after the Clean Up Day, Port staff
discovered 8 of the 20 signs had been damaged and a majority of the
plantings were destroyed.
“This was absolutely gut-wrenching. Some people decided to destroy
the work of our volunteers for absolutely no reason, and we truly hope whoever did this will be
prosecuted. We have filed a complaint with the Cowlitz County Sheriff’s Office.” Wray-Keene said.
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The Port of Woodland completed a feasibility study on two routes for potential dark fiber
(telecommunication infrastructure) investment - a Woodland to Cougar route and a Woodland
Bottoms option. Given the growth along State Route 503 and Lewis River Road, and the return
on investment for constructing and leasing fiber to services providers, the Woodland to Cougar
route has been identified as the best route to invest in.

www.portofwoodland.com The Port is exploring options to partner on the project with an Internet Service Provider that
would provide direct services to customers, lighting the system if constructed.
They are also looking into partnering with other Ports by
contracting out the operations and management of the complex
system rather than adding to Port staff at this time.
Funding opportunities at the state level have been cut as it
begins formation of a Broadband Office. The Port is waiting for
more information regarding potential grants and requirements.
“To support the economic growth and recreational opportunities of a diverse array of business, industries and services that enhance the District”

Letter from Commission President,
Paul Cline
As I look back over the past year
there are a number of changes that
I’ve reflected on: The retirement of
Washington State’s second longest
tenured port commissioner - thank
you Jerry Peterson, the new Port
office, as well as the partnership with
the Woodland School District in cohosting our first “career day” for high
school students. But as important
as looking back is to learn from our accomplishments and
mistakes, it is even more important to look forward to the
future: this coming year, the next five years, twenty years
from now, and beyond.
The Port is poised and ready to begin a project to build two
industrial parks, newly named Centennial Industrial Park
(Guild II), and Rose Way Industrial Park (Guild I). This is
exciting as it has the potential of bringing new industry to
Woodland and south Cowlitz County.
We continue to make progress in the future developments
along our waterfront, as we received the ruling from Cowlitz
County Superior Court Judge Bashor ruling in favor of the
Port and allowing us to move ahead in the purchase of the
Department of Natural Resource land, potentially creating
jobs and industries along the Columbia River, utilizing land
the Port has owned for
nearly 60 years.
“The Woodland industrial area
Along with the future
is prime for present and future
development of our
development.”
industrial parks and marine
Commissioner Paul Cline
facilities is the need for
broadband that supports
vast amounts of data with fast speeds. Many other Ports
around the state are realizing this need is a part of new
businesses coming to their area. This addition is a vital part
of the infrastructure package and a question that is asked
about moving to our area is, “Do you have fiber? What are
the speeds? Who are your providers?”
I appreciate the quote from the 1989 Kevin Costner movie
Field of Dreams, “If you build it, they (he) will come.” This
is never truer than now for our Port District. The Woodland
industrial area is prime for present and future development.
We greatly appreciate the support of the Port
The Port
District from our residents and look forward to
of Woodland’s
inviting you down to see many of our
purpose is to
procure family wage and
new investments!
environmentally responsible industry,
to provide public recreational opportunities to the
Woodland Community and to work cooperatively with both private and
public entities acting as a positive resource in the Woodland Community.

Judge Rules in Favor of DNR and
Port: Sale of Land to Proceed
Cowlitz County Superior Court Judge Gary Bashor ruled
in favor of the Department of Natural Resources and
the Port of Woodland, upholding the sale of 154 acres
of agricultural land at Austin Point to the Port. The
Columbia Riverkeepers had challenged the transaction
based on the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA).
Among other findings, Bashor recognized since no
permitting or planning decisions were being addressed
at this time, this was a simple land transaction. Future
development would be subject to a full Environmental
Impact Statement.
“It has been a long, drawn-out process and we
appreciate the Court’s ruling which allows the Port
to move ahead. We commend all those who have
supported the Port in this process including our local
legislative members like Representative Richard
DeBolt,” stated President Paul Cline on behalf of the
Commission.
“This ruling is a confirmation that the Port of Woodland
acted correctly throughout the transaction. It is
an excellent decision which has the potential for
significant future job creation and capital investment,
stated Ted Sprague, President of the Cowlitz Economic
Development Council.
Austin Point, along with Martin’s Bar, are zoned for
future industrial development, with opportunities to
utilize the Columbia River Navigation Channel for
export services and job creation.
“We have excellent models around us that illustrate
you can balance public use and industrial development.
We want to provide that to our residents,” said Port
Executive Director Jennifer Wray-Keene.
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Coming Soon: Centennial and Rose Way Industrial Parks
Over the next year, the Port will begin phased construction at two of its
newest industrial parks. The newly named Centennial Industrial Park
and Rose Way Industrial Park will provide a mix of shovel-ready build-tosuit properties and lots with Port constructed buildings.
The 16-acre Centennial Industrial Park, named in honor of the Port’s
Centennial Orchard Park, will feature build-to-suit options to businesses
wishing to locate here. The Rose Way Industrial Park will remain as previously planned, with six buildings constructed by the Port and available
for lease.
The first phase of the Centennial site will involve extending Howard Way
through to Guild Road. Improvements to Guild Road will include the
extension of sidewalks to Robinson Road. This phase, to be completed
in 2019, will cost $1.2 million. The Port sought funding from the Washington State Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) for this
phase.

Centennial Industrial Park Conceptual Plan

The second phase will involve the construction of a private road named
Orchard Way. It will serve eight lots ranging in size from approximately
24,000 to 170,000 sq. ft. which will be available for either lease or
purchase.
The decision to change marketing and business plans was led by the
needs of businesses, who desire to invest in Woodland, wanting shovel
Rose Way Industrial Park Conceptual Plan
ready property they could choose to own or lease.
The Port worked closely with the City of Woodland in a feasibility study and to plan for infrastructure that will not only serve
the two industrial parks but for the 460 acres of zoned industrial land beyond Rose Way Industrial Park as well.
“It was key to the Port and the City to plan for the future,” stated Executive Director Jennifer Wray-Keene. “The Port will provide one of the gateway infrastructure elements to the additional 460 acres.”
A $4 million investment in infrastructure will serve the 12-acre Rose Way Industrial Park in preparation for constructing six
buildings ranging from 15,000 to 25,000 sq.ft.
The Port will be submitting multiple grant requests over the year, along with bonding and existing resources, to leverage
significant federal and state funds available for projects such as this.
“With demands for more space as
companies look to locate in Woodland, and since existing facilities are
at 100% occupancy, the Port needs
to move forward on constructing
buildings,” said Wray-Keene. “Constructing both Rose Way and Centennial Industrial Parks at the same
time is a huge endeavor by the Port,
but the need for buildings and shovel
ready properties is significant.”
The Port is committed to utilizing
grants from local, state and federal
sources, along with the Port levy,
to create jobs and increase the tax
base, by investing in industrial growth
at the Port of Woodland.

Industrial Property Available

Industrial Property Available

Port of Woodland For Lease for $1610 per month or Purchase Lot for $489,500

Port of Woodland 27-Acre Options For Lease for $37,017 per month or Purchase Property for $5.7 million

The Port of Woodland has industrial ground property available for
lease off Schurman Way and Guild Road. The property is located a
mile from Interstate 5 off exit 22 in Woodland’s industrial center.
The site is 2.04 acres and has infrastructure available. The lease
rate for the property is available for long-term light industrial $671
per acre.
• 1600 Schurman Way (2.04 acres)
• Within City of Woodland limits; zoned industrial with curbside
infrastructure
• Just off Interstate 5 with
direct access
• Prime industrial property
surrounded by established industries
• $671 per acre lease
• $489,500 for purchase
under Purchase Sale
Agreement as is.

The Port of Woodland has industrial ground property available for
lease off Schurman Way and Port Way. The property is located less
than a mile from Interstate 5 off exit 22 in Woodland’s industrial
center. The entire site is 27 acres and has infrastructure available.
The lease rate for the property is available for long-term light
industrial or warehousing space.
• Rail access with possible rail spur into
property with dual service
• Seeking companies with minimum
5 jobs per acre, with family wage
industrial jobs
• Within City of Woodland limits; zoned
industrial
• Just off Interstate 5
• $1371 per acre lease rate for a total of
$37,017 per month
• Purchase entire lot for industrial
development with a purchase sale
agreement as is, 5 jobs per acre.
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The End of An Era: Peterson Retires after 34 Years as Commissioner
With a tenure that lasted 34 years and 10 months,
Jerry Peterson served as the second longest running
Port Commissioner in the State of Washington. During
that time, Peterson oversaw many projects at the Port.

2018 Port Commissioners: Paul
Cline, Jerry Peterson, Dale Boon

New Port
Commssioner
Robert “Bob”
Wile

Retiring on October 31, Peterson bid farewell to
the Port. They honored him at a special luncheon
for his many years of service, recognizing him for
several of those projects including Down River Drive
and Schurman Way Industrial Parks as well as his
dedication to representing the Woodland Bottoms and
the agricultural community and history of the region.
The Commission appointed Robert “Bob” Wile on
November 14 and he was sworn in on December 4. He
will complete Peterson’s term through December 31,
2019.

Wile has been a prominent member of the community,
especially in youth sports. He recently retired from
Stellar J, a Port tenant. Since taking office, Wile
has become the Port representative to many of our
professional memberships and has attended new
Commissioner Training. Wile’s efforts to bring change
Upon his retirement, Jerry Peterson
2019 Port Commissioners: Bob
to the Commission has generated the updating and
is given the key to the city by
Wile, Paul Cline, Dale Boon
diversification of the Port’s Comprehensive Scheme.
Mayor Will Finn.
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