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Seven Projects Receive Capital
Community Development Project Funds
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The Port of Woodland Commission has had a successful
inaugural year with the Capital Community Development
Project (CCDP) program.
We are excited that seven worthy projects within our
community applied for and were awarded funding that
will improve the Port District.

• Rail Access

These projects meet the Port of Woodland’s mission
“to support the economic growth and recreational
opportunities of a diverse array of business, industries
and services that enhance the District”.

• Dark Fiber Feasibility

Included in these projects were:
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• The Woodland Middle School and High School Lego
Robotics programs, each receiving funding for new
equipment.
• The Woodland Historic Museum for HVAC
replacement.
• The Woodland Chamber of Commerce for building
repairs.
• The Woodland Rotary for audio visual equipment.
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• The Love Street Playhouse for an emergency exit and
wheel chair access ramp.
• The Woodland Library for the Traffic Study for the
new library.
CCDP funds are capital revenues from operations
of the Port. These funds are dividends paid back to
the community for investments made to economic
development opportunities, such as buildings and
properties purchased, developed, and leased.
The Port Commission has dedicated $20,000 to the
2018 program. The next application cycle will open later
this summer 2018.

“To support the economic growth and recreational opportunities of a diverse array of business, industries and services that enhance the District”

Letter from Commission President,
Paul Cline
One of the “buzz” words of the day
is diversity. It may have different
connotations in whatever medium you
are in, but to me as a commissioner at
the Port of Woodland, it means, “don’t
put all your eggs in the same basket”.
To this point, the history of Woodland’s
Port district has defined diversity as
the Port’s past commissioners building
industrial parks, entering into the Columbia River Channel
Deepening Project which has garnered dredge spoils for
revenue, purchasing land for future industrial projects, and
attracting new business to our area.
We continue to make this our goal and to look for other
opportunities to further the quality of living.
As you can see in this addition of the Port’s newsletter, there
is “diverse” activity happening at your Port, including Austin
Point deep-water export opportunities, rail coming into the
Schurman Way Industrial Park, two new industrial parks at
Guild Road, and dark fiber infrastructure investments.
Our goal is to be in position to respond to the needs of new
businesses and projects as the opportunity arises.
We are looking forward by
partnering with the City of
Woodland in a 426-acre
industrial feasibility study
that will further our goals
and improve the quality of
place, job opportunities and
investments within Woodland
and the Port district.

“These goals are mighty,
and they are ambitious, but
together with our partners
and the community, these
goals will become reality.”

2018 Budget
Overall, the 2018 budget outlook is strong.
Revenues will fluctuate in 2018 as land
leases transition towards new projects like
Schurman Way Industrial Park.
The general budget will be impacted by a
lack of sand sale income at Austin Point
and Martin Bar South, however. Sand sales
are anticipated to return in 2019 with the
placement of sand at Martin Bar South at the
end of 2018.
Other projects and Guild Road Industrial
Park I and II will require the Port to seek
additional grants and loan options for
capital improvements yet to be determined,
but are under way. Both projects are under
engineering and permitting.
These two projects also coordinate with the
City of Woodland’s industrial feasibility study
which the Port has committed to be a partner
in and will contribute financially.
The Commission has set the millage rate at
approximately $0.13 per $1000 assessed
value at $200,000. This rate is anticipated to
be maintained over the next 5 years.

Port of Woodland Commissioners

Commissioner Paul Cline

These goals are mighty, and they are ambitious, but
together with our partners and the community, these
goals will become reality. I am excited about the Port’s
future that will be diverse and prosperous for us all.
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Port Secures Rail Access
Over the last three years, the Port has moved forward on
the development of deep water export operations on the
Columbia River.
Issues arose regarding a rail easement entered into back
in 1980 with the Department of Natural Resources (DNR).
The agreement expired in 1983 leaving Austin Point without rail access.
It was determined acquisition of approximately 150 acres
of DNR land, off of Kuhnis Road outside of Woodland city
limits, would allow for future industrial marine development for the Port and access to the Burlington Northern
Santa Fe mainline.
At the end of 2016, discussion about the purchase of the
property was ceased by outgoing Washington State Lands
Commissioner Goldschmidt. Assistance from Rep. Richard
DeBolt, ranking minority member in the House Capital
Budget Committee, provided the necessary opportunity
to reopen discussions about the property acquisition with
DNR Lands Commission Hillary Franz.
Development of the area is speculative at this point, but
in July 2017 the Port Commission approved Resolution

Dark Fiber Feasibility
In Washington State, Ports have been granted specific
opportunities to build telecommunications infrastructure,
referred to as “dark fiber”. The Port of Woodland
has identified dark fiber as a potential infrastructure
investment that would enhance economic development
opportunities, workforce development, tourism and quality
of place along two routes within the Port District.
The first route would extend existing infrastructure from
the city limits on Lewis River Road/SR 503 up to Cougar/
Skamania County line - referred to as the “Woodland to
Cougar” route. The route is approximately 25 miles and
has existing fiber through portions of the route and limited
cell service.
The second route would extend from the city limits on
Dike Road for 15 miles, and turn on Kuhnis Road back to
Whalen Road.
The Port of Woodland received $30,000 from the
Washington State Community and Economic Revitalization
Board (CERB) for a feasibility study of the project. The
Port funded the remaining balance of the project through
existing Port revenues.
The Port hired Ascent GIS to determine the infrastructure
and construction necessary to improve connectivity.
Information received from Ascent identified engineering
and construction costs.
Route 1 from Woodland to Cougar will cost the Port

#448 that outlined commodities
that would be considered for either
Austin Point or Martin Bar industrial
areas.
“The right development, that is also
right for the Port, for our community
and for the environment will eventually come and present itself,” stated Port Commissioner
Dale Boon.
“The DNR land solidifies the Port’s planning since 1963 to
develop Austin Point, stated Commissioner Paul Cline. “Without this DNR land, the Port’s investment, on behalf of the
citizens of the port district, is lost.”
The purchase of the property is currently on hold due to an
appeal by the Columbia Riverkeepers, a conservation group
out of Hood River, Oregon, which will be heard in Cowlitz
County Superior Court. The Port of Woodland has requested
and received approval to intervene in the proceedings.
To get updates on the proceedings, visit the Port’s website.
approximately $1 million and Route 2 along the Woodland
Bottoms approximately $500,000. Investments in
broadband by the Washington State Legislature in the
form of grants would reduce these costs substantially, if
successfully funded.
The Port is also partnering with the Port of Whitman
County for a market analysis. Port of Whitman County
has successfully constructed and maintained similar
telecommunications infrastructure for over a decade.
They have a successful business plan that includes the
partnership of nine counties, several port districts and two
states. Their expertise and insight into making dark fiber
a successful business model will be the template for any
investment made by the Port of Woodland.
In addition, the Port has partnered with Washington Ports
including but not limited to the Ports of Ridgefield, Skagit,
and Whitman County. Collectively, we are leading the effort
to further improve fiber infrastructure throughout the state.
“Improving connectivity is critical, not just for the Port
of Woodland, but for businesses - especially those in
warehousing and transportation - to be competitive, stated
Executive Director Jennifer Keene.
“Improving the lines, including those along Interstate 5,
will make attracting more businesses to our region that
much easier,” Keene said. “Internet is a basic infrastructure
need that we need to provide to attract businesses. The
sooner our state recognizes that and opens up opportunities
for Ports to provide that basic infrastructure, the more
competitive Washington state will be open to new
business,”

Guild-Klady Community Orchard Opens to the Public
A decade ago the Port purchased this site from Osa Mae Taggart with
the idea of industrial development. When the Port took ownership of
the property in 2016, Commissioner Boon proposed preserving the oneacre, 140-year-old orchard.
After several meetings and site visits, the project began to take
shape. The Port was approached by Boy Scout Troop 531 looking for
Eagle Scout projects. Noah Kuykendall, Angus Moir, and Will Buttrell
developed a proposal to preserve and enhance the orchard.
The troop spent the summer planting additional fruit trees, adding a walking trail,
crafting a handmade wooden sign and information placards and revitalizing the
orchard - providing the community a site to pick apples, pears, walnuts and other
fruits.
The orchard is the first development at Guild Road Industrial Park II that will also
house the Port’s future administration office, planned for 2018.
The work was funded with $5,000 from the Port of Woodland and a donation from
the Guild-Klady family for the new fruit trees.
The Port Commission greatly appreciates the assistance provided by Troop 531, the City of Woodland, and
several contractors including Matt Rychel and Mitch Ingraham to prepare the orchard.
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