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PROJECT OVERVIEW
In 2019, the Port of Woodland (Port) began an 
effort to assess the feasibility of and infrastructure 
needed to support a shipping terminal on 
their property at Austin Point in Woodland, 
Washington, an undeveloped area strategically 
located at the confluence of the Columbia 
and Lewis Rivers. This unique opportunity has the 
potential to be a major economic driver, create 
jobs, and reduce taxes in the region.

PURPOSE
The Austin Point Plan will explore development 
options that:
• Help the Port become self-sustaining over 

time, eventually eliminating the Port tax
• Create jobs and help diversify the economy 

in the region
• Add or improve recreation opportunities
• Improve public access to the river
• Build infrastructure to connect the future 

dockside development to the BNSF rail line

KPFF joined the effort in 2021 and engaged 
MAKERS architecture and urban design, LLP 
(MAKERS) as part of a larger team. This project 
is to assess the feasibility and economic 
opportunity of developing a shipping terminal at 
Austin Point. 

TIMELINE
The Austin Point Plan is a multi-year project. 
Phase 1 is intended to assess feasibility of draft 
shipping terminal concepts. If the Port chooses 
to move forward, design, permitting, and 
construction are likely to take a decade or more.

FOCUS AREAS
The KPFF team is focused on four key areas: 
regulatory strategy, engineering solutions, 
funding strategy, and public engagement. 
MAKERS’s Phase 1 focus is on community 
engagement and public access.

AUSTIN POINT PLAN
PHASE 1 SUMMARY MEMO
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Columbia and Lewis Rivers. A team led by David Evans 
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MAKERS SCOPE
MAKERS’ scope of work for the Austin Point Plan 
was to develop a community engagement plan 
and communication toolkit, conduct outreach 
with the public and key stakeholders, and draft 
concepts to improve public access at Austin 
Point. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT PLAN
MAKERS developed a community engagement 
plan, that outlined outreach objectives for this 
phase, target audiences, and an estimated 
project timeline for Phase 1 of the Austin Point 
Plan. 

Engagement tactics included: 
• Interviews and discussion groups
• Piggy-back events
• Open houses
• Online surveys
• Milestone briefings

Community engagement events and outcomes 
are summarized in “Community Engagement” 
on page 3.

COMMUNICATION TOOLKIT
MAKERS developed a set of tools to support 
project communication that summarized key 
information and established project branding. 

MESSAGING & DOCUMENTATION
The messaging guidelines provided the 
project team with consistent language and 
talking points to respond to frequently asked 
questions and communicate about the project. 
Additionally, MAKERS developed a record-
keeping protocol for the project team to use.

BRANDING & MARKETING
MAKERS developed a project logo, color 
scheme, and document templates to reflect 
consistent branding across project materials. 

PUBLIC ACCESS 
MAKERS developed a concept for public 
access at Austin Point by first surveying the 
public to understand current recreational 
uses, brainstorming ideas for future access 
opportunities, and gathering information from 
community outreach events, interviews, and 
surveys. The public access concept is flexible 
and can be scaled as appropriate to support 
the evolving marine terminal design. The public 
access concept is further described in”Public 
Access” on page 6. 

Work on the design and permitting for all projects 
will occur in the next phases to bring projects 
in compliance with County, State, and Federal 
regulations. 

Presentation Title
Date

PHASE 1 FEASIBILITY STUDY

AUSTIN POINT PLAN

Logo developed for the Austin Point Plan.

Early morning fishing at the river confluence, community 
members expressed interest in maintaining this recreational 
asset.

PowerPoint template developed for the Austin Point Plan.
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PHASE 1 EVENT 
SUMMARIES
MAY 2022 OPEN HOUSE 
700+ participants (in-person and virtual)
73 comments received
MAKERS joined Ecological Land Services (ELS) 
to support David Evans and Associates (DEA) in 
conducting an in-person open house on May 
11, 2022 and virtual open house from May 11-
25, 2022. The purpose of these events was to 
provide project information, report on Phase 1 
progress, and invite the community to provide 
feedback. 

The comments left during the event were 
focused around the following themes: 
• Waterfront retail and dining
• An accessible boat launch
• Preservation of the site’s undeveloped and 

natural character
• Concerns about private farmland being 

negatively impacted by development of the 
shipping terminal and rail line

Copies of this team’s event displays can be 
found at “May 2022 Open House Displays” on 
page 14. Comprehensive event feedback 
and survey responses can be found at “May 
2022 Open House Comments” on page 15.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community members being greeted at the May open 
house.

KPFF’s Ellis Beckwith explaining the Austin Point Plan with 
community members.
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JULY 2022 PLANTERS DAYS 
MAKERS worked with KPFF and DEA to host 
an informational booth at Planters Days with 
assistance by Port Commissioners. 

The team shared information about the project 
and potential shipping terminal and asked 
community members to identify their favorite 
aspects of Austin Point, and what they would like 
to see in the future. Participants used a map to 
indicate current and potential future uses of the 
site. 

Overall, many community members enjoy the 
natural aspects of Austin Point, and noted their 
appreciation of:
• The undeveloped nature of the site: 

Attendees expressed concern that 
developing the area may increase traffic 
and noted they prefer the site to remain less 
developed.

• Fishing access: Some of the best fishing in the 
area is found at the confluence of the Lewis 
and Columbia Rivers. Attendees noted there 
is interest in increasing access to the river by 
adding features such as a publicly accessible 
boat launch.  

• Family friendly: Many respondents enjoy 
bringing their family and pets to the area. 
Participants enjoy walking along the beach, 
swimming, and playing in the sand.

Copies of the displays from this event can be 
found “June 2022 Planters Days Displays” on 
page 24.

Commissioner Rich engages the community at the Planters 
Days booth.

MAKERS’ Grace Arsenault and Jenna Silcott speaking with community members about public access.
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SEPTEMBER 2022 OPEN HOUSE
13 attendees (in-person)
28 unique website visitors
The team hosted an open house on September 
7, 2022 to provide an update on concepts for 
public access and the shipping terminal and 
solicit public input.

In general, attendees were receptive toward 
the draft concepts and appreciated the 
Port prioritizing maintaining and enhancing 
public access. Some attendees wanted 
more development, similar to the Kalama or 
Vancouver waterfronts, but understood some 
community members may not desire that level 
of intense use. 

Attendees were invited to vote for their top 
three public access priorities. Respondents 
overwhelmingly indicated desire to maintain 
beach access at the site. They also favored 
a river side walking path, picnic area, and 
playground. Attendees expressed less interest 
in a confluence lookout point or an elevated 
boardwalk through the wetlands. There was 
also a mixed response about willingness to have 
property taxes increased to fund public access 
project priorities. Copies of the event displays 
can be found at “September 2022 Open House 
Displays” on page 26.

Virtual Open House & Survey
MAKERS also created an online version of the fall 
open house to share information with community 
members unable to attend the in-person event. 
There were 28 unique visitors to the site. Similar to 
the in-person event, the website highlighted the 
economic analysis and draft shipping terminal 
and public access concepts.  

A copy of the website content can be found 
at “September 2022 Open House Website” on 
page 33.

Community members consider potential shipping terminal 
plans at the fall open house.

MAKERS’ Beth Batchelder explaining draft public access 
concepts to a community member.

COWLITZ TRIBE COORDINATION
In October 2022, MAKERS, KPFF, and Anchor QEA 
met with representatives from the Cowlitz Indian 
Tribe to review findings from Phase 1. Information 
covered included summarizing the analyses, 
reviewing draft shipping terminal concepts, and 
proposed enhancements to public access. The 
Tribe expressed concern a Port representative 
was not present and requested additional 
historical context to the cultural resource 
findings.

The tribe also expressed interest in touring the 
Austin Point site which may happen in Phase 2.
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KEY CONSIDERATIONS
MAKERS was tasked with drafting a concept to 
enhance public access at Austin Point. Through 
multiple community engagement events, the 
team documented how Austin Point is currently 
used and what recreational elements the 
community wanted to add or maintain. This 
section reviews existing conditions, identifies 
current uses, and presents a menu of potential 
public access improvements at Austin Point.

EXISTING CONDITIONS
The three Port parcels comprising Austin Point 
have unique characteristics that influenced 
public access planning. The central parcel, 
currently leased to West Coast Training, 
is primarily void of vegetation and is at a 
significantly higher elevation. The other two 
parcels are primarily wetlands that have 
significant seasonal flooding. The wetlands and 
associated buffers, documented by ELS and our 
project team, are a key factor when considering 
public access.

CURRENT USES
MAKERS captured feedback to understand how 
the community currently uses Austin Point.  This 
area is primarily used for water-related activities 
such as fishing, swimming, boating, and beach 
combing.

PUBLIC ACCESS
PUBLIC ACCESS OVERVIEW

• Build on existing uses and access
• Maintain character
• Protect wetlands and habitat
• Connect all three port properties
• Expand shoreline and water access

PUBLIC ACCESS GOALS

• River access for boaters
• Shoreline access where feasible
• Fishing at confluence
• Preserving the unique character of 

the place

COMMUNITY ACCESS REQUESTS

LEGEND

PORT PROPERTY LINE

WETLAND
WETLAND BUFFER

PILE DIKE
N 

OFFROAD 
TRAILS

WEST COAST 
TRAINING 
FACILITY

FISHING 
& BEACH 

COMBING

BOAT 
LAUNCH

FISHING & 
BEACH 

COMBING

ISLAND 
ACCESS

SWIMMING

CURRENT USES

Environmental regulations limit 
activities in wetlands and buffers.

KEY CONDITIONS

Access to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) salmon 

restoration site just north of the port 
property is not allowed.

CONNECTING 
PATH

USACE SALMON 
RESTORATION SITE

Current public uses at Austin Point.
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Two additional uses were noted that are not 
sustainable:
• Island Access: When the tide is low, the 

community accesses the island to the north. 
This use will be discontinued due to salmon 
restoration efforts by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE).

• Off-road Vehicle Trails: Due to the sensitive 
nature of habitat within the wetlands, off-
road vehicle use will be discouraged moving 
forward.

COMMUNITY REQUESTS
MAKERS asked the community for ideas on what 
activities they would like to see at Austin Point. 

Participants requested the following:
• River access for boaters
• Shoreline access where feasible
• Fishing at the river confluence
• Preserving the site’s unique character 

PUBLIC ACCESS GOALS 
Based on input from community members 
at multiple engagement events, MAKERS 
developed  the following goals for public access 
at Austin Point. 

BUILD ON EXISTING USES AND ACCESS 
A community treasure, residents enjoy trekking 
through the wetlands and traversing the 
beach at Austin Point. A goal of this project is 
to maintain these opportunities and expand 
access to the site.

MAINTAIN CHARACTER
Much of Austin Point is undeveloped. The 
community expressed interest in maintaining the 
natural aesthetic and character.

PROTECT WETLANDS, HABITAT, AND 
CULTURAL RESOURCES
The wetlands on the south and north parcels of 
Austin Point are representative of the rich natural 
and cultural resources the site has to offer. This 
project aims to protect and promote the health 
of the natural environment at the site.

Planter’s Days feedback on desired uses and what Austin 
Point means to respondents.

CONNECT THREE PORT PROPERTIES
The three Port-owned parcels currently appear 
disconnected due to the mix of light industrial 
uses and natural habitat. A goal of this concept 
is to connect the three properties to create a 
contiguous waterfront experience for its users.

SAFELY EXPAND SHORELINE AND 
WATER ACCESS
Shore access is obstructed at times by the West 
Coast Training center located on the central 
parcel. A goal of this project will be expand 
public access to the water along all three 
properties while maintaining separation from 
industrial areas for safety and security. 
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REGIONAL COORDINATION
Situated on the Columbia and Lewis Rivers, 
Austin Point is subject to regional and statewide 
regulations, including the Cowlitz County 
Shoreline Master Program adopted under the 
authority granted by the Shoreline Management 
Act (the Act). The site also has the opportunity to 
coordinate with other regional recreation efforts, 
details of which are below.

SHORELINES
STATEWIDE SIGNIFICANCE
The Columbia River is designated a Shoreline 
of Statewide Significance under the Act due 
to its importance to Washington state. These 
shorelines are considered major resources that 
are beneficial to the entire state.

All projects on the Columbia River are required 
to demonstrate consistency with a set of 
priorities. The proposed public access concept 
complies with a few key criteria for the Columbia 
River shoreline:
• Preserve the natural character
• Protect resources and ecological function
• Increase access to publicly owned areas
• Increase public recreational opportunities

ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGNATION
Cowlitz County developed and assigned 
shoreline environment designations (SEDs) to 
categorize shoreline land use. The shoreline 
at Austin Point has two SEDS - high-intensity 
and rural conservancy environments. If the 
Port chooses to purchase the property to the 
southeast of Austin Point, any projects there will 
be subject to the recreation environment SED.

Projects within the Austin Point SEDs should align 
with the following criteria:
• High-Intensity Environments provide water-

oriented commercial, transportation, and 
industrial uses while protecting or restoring 
ecological functions

• Rural Conservancy Environments protect 
ecological functions and conserve natural 
and cultural resources, and may include 
water-oriented low-impact recreational 
opportunities

C
O

LU
M
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LEW
IS 

RIV
ER

LEGEND
High-intensity Environment SED
Recreation Environment SED
Rural Conservancy Environment SED
Potential Trails

Map showing Cowlitz County shoreline environment 
designations and potential trails

• Recreation Conservancy Environments 
encourage water-dependent recreation 
and public access opportunities that has no 
negative ecological impact

REGIONAL TRAILS
Cowlitz County has a number of existing trails, 
the closest being the Horseshoe Lake trail in 
Woodland. The Cowlitz Regional Trails Plan also 
shows a potential future trail on the Dike Road. 
Any future transportation improvements should 
prioritize connecting users to the robust trails at 
Austin Point.

(PORT DOES 
NOT OWN THIS 

PROPERTY)
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PUBLIC ACCESS CONCEPTS
MENU OF OPTIONS
MAKERS worked with the Port and team to 
develop a ‘menu of options’ for public access 
at Austin Point that incorporated the extensive 
public input. 

Public access opportunities include:
• Providing beach access at a variety of 

locations
• Adding a pedestrian path that connects all 

three Port properties
• Building a playground and picnic area for 

multi-generational enjoyment
• Constructing an elevated boardwalk to enjoy 

the wetland while protecting surrounding 
habitat

• Maintaining access for shore fishing and 
adding a fish cleaning station

• Adding parking areas to provide easy access
• Building a lookout point to take in views at 

the river confluence
• Developing a publicly accessible boat 

launch and enhancing open space

Illustrating this variety of public access 
opportunities gives the Port flexibility and allows 
investments in public access improvements to 
be phased and scaled depending on priorities 
and funding.  

The menu of options is discussed on the following 
pages, organized by north, central, and south 
location - shown at right.

WETLANDS
BEACH 
ACCESS

PARKING

USACE SALMON 
HABITAT 

RESTORATION

EXISTING 
PILE DIKES

North access

TERMINAL

PICNIC AREA & 
PLAYGROUND 

BEACH 
ACCESS

CONFLUENCE 
LOOKOUT

ELEVATED 
BOARDWALK

RIVERSIDE 
PEDESTRIAN 

PATH

BOAT LAUNCH & 
OPEN SPACE

SHORE FISHING 
& CLEANING 

STATION

C
O
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M
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A
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IS R

IVER

PARKING

(PORT DOES NOT OWN 
THIS PROPERTY)

(APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION)

South access

Central Access

N 
0 1,000500

FEET

NOTE: FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. LOCATIONS NOTIONAL AND 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
SOURCES: ESRI, COWLITZ COUNTY GIS

LEGEND
WATERFRONT ACCESS

POTENTIAL TERMINAL

PARK

PEDESTRIAN PATH

ELEVATED BOARDWALK
PARKING LOT

N
0 500 1,000

FEET

LEGEND
Waterfront access
Potential terminal
Park
Parking lot
Elevated boardwalk
Pedestrian path
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NORTH ACCESS
North access area improvements allow easy 
access to the Columbia River and a parking lot 
and short pathway. Visitors are a short stroll away 
from enjoying beach access and intersecting 
with a walking path that runs alongside the 
shipping terminal. Vehicles would not be allowed 
onto the site. See “North Area Section - South 
Facing” for an illustrative section of this area. 

Development scenarios are based on the 
findings of the preliminary economic analysis, 
provided under separate cover. The section 
below shows Option 1, a grain export terminal.

North Area Section - South Facing
Illustrative improvements to show scale of one potential development scenario.

Bikes and pedestrians can use the path pictured above, 
adjacent to the Terminal 86 shipping terminal in Seattle. 
Trail access is restricted when needed for secure terminal 
operations.

View north along the beach.

Path down to 
access road

Pedestrian/bike 
path

Dock & grain barge

Terminal access 
gates

Dike Access 
Rd

Conveyor and rail 
car unloader

Shipping Terminal

Conveyor 
tower

Grain 
bargePedestrian path

Shipping pier

Conveyor

NORTH AREA 
SECTION BELOW

KEY MAP

Grain 
silo

NOT TO SCALE
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CENTRAL ACCESS
The central area functions as the primary 
access point for all three Austin Point parcels. 
It features riverfront access where visitors may 
enjoy swimming or beach combing. Shore 
fishing opportunities are enhanced by a nearby 
fish cleaning station. The central access area 
also features a playground and picnic area 
for multi-generational enjoyment. A pedestrian 
path along the shoreline connects the central 
access area to the northern and southern 
properties. See the “Central Area Concept” for 
an illustration of this central node.

A playground is a great spot for kids to enjoy.

Central Area Concept
Illustrative improvements to show scale of one potential development scenario

Shore fishing 
and beach 

access

Playground and 
picnic tables

Pedestrian trail to 
north parcels

Park benches

Connection 
to wetland 
boardwalk

Wetland area

Visitor parking

CENTRAL AREA 
PERSPECTIVE VIEW

KEY MAP

NOT TO SCALE
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SOUTH ACCESS
The southern area features an elevated 
boardwalk that invites visitors to experience the 
wetlands year-round while protecting them from 
degradation due to foot and vehicle traffic. A 
salmon restoration channel meanders through 
the site, enhancing the restoration efforts. 
Pathways lead to the Lewis River shore on the 
south side of the property and a lookout point at 
the confluence of the two rivers. If the adjacent 
property to the south can be acquired by the 
Port, a public boat ramp could be enhanced to 
improve access to this popular fishing area.

Elevated boardwalk through wetland. (Source: WSP)

Illustrations of improvements to the southern access point, if acquired by the Port. This site could provide additional park 
space, a boat launch, and boat/trailer parking. (Source: WSP)

South Access Concepts

SOUTH ACCESS 
PERSPECTIVE VIEWS

KEY MAP
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APPENDIX
MAY 2022 OPEN HOUSE DISPLAYS

MAY 2022 OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS

JUNE 2022 PLANTERS DAYS DISPLAYS

SEPTEMBER 2022 OPEN HOUSE DISPLAYS

SEPTEMBER 2022 OPEN HOUSE WEBSITE
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MAY 2022 OPEN HOUSE DISPLAYS

DOCKSIDE FEASIBILITY
KEY POINTS 
• A shipping terminal will add jobs to the area, lower taxes 

in the port district, and generate funds to invest in the 
community.

• No fossil fuel-based or hazardous products will be shipped 
through this terminal.

• Enhancing public access to the river is a key goal of this 
project.

• No changes are anticipated any time soon; this is the 
beginning of a multi-year assessment.

This multi-year project is 
part of the larger Austin 
Point Plan, and assesses 
the impacts and viability 
of developing a shipping 
terminal at Austin Point. This 
effort focuses on four major 
areas.

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

REGULATORY
STRATEGY

FUNDING
STRATEGY

ENGINEERING
SOLUTIONS

JOIN US
PLANTERS DAYS
Saturday June 18th 

SIGN UP FOR UPDATES

MORE INFO

WE NEED YOUR HELP!FUNDING

CONCEPT CONSTRUCTIONDESIGN & PERMITTING

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031

NOT ACCEPTED*

Coal and coke; Petroleum and associated products (i.e., gasoline, diesel fuel, 
and oil); Liquefi ed natural gas; Propane; Toxic, explosive, reactive, or hazardous 
substances; Dangerous wastes; Municipal wastes and construction demolition debris

�����������
PRODUCTS ACCEPTED AT AUSTIN POINT SHIPPING TERMINAL*

*Port of Woodland Resolution 448

GRAINS AND 
CEREALS

CORN, OAT, 
SOY, BARLEY, 
SORGHUM, 

WHEAT, EDIBLE 
AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTS

OTHER

CEMENT, 
VOLCANIC ASH/

POZZOLANA, 
POTASH

LIQUID EDIBLES

COOKING OR 
VEGETABLE OILS, 

FRUIT JUICES, 
DAIRY PRODUCTS

METAL 
PRODUCTS

STEEL, COLD 
ROLLED, SCRAP 

IRON

SAND, GRAVEL, 
BOULDERS/LARGE 

ROCKS, CLEAN 
FILL MATERIAL

ROCK AND 
AGGREGATE

WOOD 
PRODUCTS

TIMBER, LUMBER, 
OTHER WOOD 

PRODUCTS



Name Which street 
configuration 
that would meet 
community needs?

Would you 
like to see 
interpretive 
signage?

How would you use the 
beach and trails?

Additional comments

Andrea Semler Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No response I am worried about bringing in more people, more traffic, more crime. The Woodland Bottoms are a 
beautiful, peaceful and safe place to live. I don’t want this place, my home destroyed. 

Steve Luckman Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing, beach 
combing, other: boat 
launch idea is fantastic

I like everything that has been shown here. Would like to see opportunities either here (Austin Point) 
or more likely Martins Bar. IE restaurants-shops - high end condos. Golf course on the island. Just a 
dream but thanks for asking my input. 

N/A Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No response Beach combing/
walking

I would like a bike AND walking path along the EAST side of DIKE RD for enjoyment, recreation, and 
SAFETY. I would like the semi-trucks to use the new proposed road along with construction trucks to 
alleviate the UNSAFE gravel/sand etc. trucks traveling back and forth on Dike RD. Residents cannot 
safely walk or bike on the DIKE RD duing the months that these trucks are traveling to and from the 
TRAINING CENTER. The trucks often travel at excessive speed.

Kara Seaman Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No response Bird Watching, 
Swimming/sunbathing, 
Beach combing/
walking

As the deep water site generates income please consider recreation/tourism/retail along the water 
front. I'd Like to see a dock for motorized boats who can tie up + then spend money at the port. We 
could include a restaurant on the water/hotel, bike rentals, retail. The Bottoms are beautiful lets make 
it a destination. We could create a circle trail for bikes and walking - connect to dike road along s 
pekin go under rail bridge connect to port circle back near high school. Lets make it a place to "stay 
+ play". Lets be better than Kalama + Vancouver waterfront.

John Filla* Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

No Fishing No comment

Jason Cowin Other - see 
comment

No Fishing, Swimming/
sunbathing, 
Beachcombing/
walking

Is there need for more port space for a new terminal? Will there be lots of public access to the river? 
Would a one sided shared use path be an option instead of paths on both sides?

N/A Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Bird Watching, Fishing 
Swimming/sunbathing, 
other: boat launch 

Make sure any boat launch is done correctly ie: look at Willow Grove Launch in Longview. It is done 
correctly. Look at Rainier, OR, launch it is a stinking nightmare because its backward to the need of 
someone in a truck pulling a trailer. Thanks!

Carl Beyer No response Yes Beachcombing/
walking

Development is inevitable. But it doesn’t have to be ugly. 1 - No tall buildings. No elevators of height. 
Watch for light pollution. It is a beautiful area, don't ruin it. 2 - mitigate noise, lots of trees along reail 
/ truck. 3 - Use space that central area with train could be something really cool. 4 - Be creative - a 
sculpture garden - make it attractive where industry and art co-exist.

Michael Bridges Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing Very excited about what this project could bring in economic development and recreational 
opportunities as a am a building trades worker and recreate and fish on the columbia river. 

Tracy Thomas No response Yes Bird watching, 
Beachcombing/
walking

Concerned about the road cutting through the patch (Donlad Farm). It's got historical signifigance to 
the town. Concerned about the amount of increased truck/rail + cars in the area + the effect on the 
environment. Davidson would or something would need to be where a well on exit 21 to handle all 
inoming/outgoing traffic. 

N/A Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing, 
Beachcombing/
walking

Preserve and enahnce recreation usage of the area - separate boating/fishing areas from family 
beach use area. Dont limit planning to just Austin Point area - Consider impacts to: freeway access, 
long waits to get on/off interstate: roads in poor condition, safer interchanges between IS and port, 
truck routes to port/rail seperate from residential roads, impacts to residences immediately adjacent 
to the area, emergency servces provides, water/sewage usage, water tables, schools

MAY 2022 OPEN HOUSE COMMENTS



Melissa 
Doughty

Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Fishing, Swimming/
sunbathing, 
Bechcombing/walking, 
other: would love a 
boat ramp

I am looking forward to the many possibilities that this entire prokect can bring to the Port and to the 
City of Woodland. This would be so good for families to have a safe place to enjoy the beauty of 
what this area has to offer. 

Scott Doughty Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing, 
Beachcombing/
walking

I feel that the most important variable to release to those private property owners imacted would be 
the through-put/volume of ship/rail traffic expected. Meaning, how often will ships be docked? How 
many trains are expected to pass though each day, week, and/or month? This information could 
potentially ease the minds of those whom feel the impact will be 24/7. 

N/A No response Yes I hope you are still able to purchase that property. The conceptual looks great and will be much 
appreciated by the fishermen. 

Tim Zoltz Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking, other: picnics 
with grandkids

Love to park and watch the boats

Clark Caffall No changes No One of my primary concerns is what can transpire once industrial development beigns. We have 
already lost significant agriculutral ground to growth & development in many areas.  This would be 
the beginning of more ag. Land loss. Good fertile farm grous is diminishing all too quickly. For those 
of us who live in the South bottoms, this proposal would be the beginning of the end to our way of 
life. As I have experienced in similar situations, the proposal beigns relatively small & then over time it 
mushrooms & grows. We need to focus on preserving these few agricultural areas we have remaning. 
Leave the Bottoms as is.

N/A No changes No None We need to know how these people and autos are going to get in and out of Woodland. Right now 
we can't go to town before 9 AM and have to be home before 3 PM. TRAFFIC

Julie Buck No changes No response Swimming/sunbathing, 
Beachcombing/
walking

If you want to do this I don't want the road - make a road go down dike to a new freeway ramp - 
North to end the you aren't destroying our way of life and our homes. My daughter has a brand new 
home and is building one for her father in law beside it. This is the last of the farmland. Don't destroy 
it - or else keep it on Kuhnis. 

N/A No response No Fix traffic. Leave the farmland alone. Don't make farmers have a road go through their proerty

Chris Caffall No changes No I live in the Botton and Do Not want any changes made out these. This is my Retirement Home. I 
like the quiet that we have. I don't want more traffic, I  don't want a rail spur. I don't want years of 
construction. Please find another way. Move this North of Dike Road beyone the center of Walmart. 

Todd Douglas Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing Woodland is a sportsmans paradise and will attract many users to the area. A public boat launch is 
a must. I've lived here for 12 years and would like to see public access areas maintained. At the very 
least improve other areas for access/

Donna Butler Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

No comment

N/A Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Birdwatching, 
Beachcombing/
walking

Great presentation tonight! Thank you for rresenting and setting the correct information art on your 
projects.

N/A Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing, 
Beachcombing/
walking

Woodland has enough industry. A lot of companies already here are looking for employees. 
Woodland needs recreation for the community like Kalama, Vancouver. We have a beautiful 
riverfront that would be great for recreation, marina, restaurant, walking, bike paths, reitrement 
condos, etc. Do something that us for our community. Most of the employees of our industrial area 
live outsie of Woodland and leave at the end of the day. We need something to keep our citizens 
here instead of have to go out of town for recreation. 

Dennis 
Tsugawa

No changes No Other: leave the 
bottoms the way it is

In my opinion I am against this development on the Woodland Bottoms Austin Point. I am a property 
owner in the area of this development. I feel the ecosystem will be affected, peoples way of living 
willl be disrupted do to construction, the infrastructure will never be able to handle the traffic. I say no 
to your proposal. This proposal is a trainwreck.



Kaitlynn Donald Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

Would love to see walk ways!

Darlene 
Johnson

Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

No response Beachcombing/
walking

Need to look at the entire Woodland bottoms when considering this development. My priorities. 
First plan and agree on what areas should be farming, industrial and recreation. Preserve farmland 
with zoning and develop the industrial area and zone it. Farming and industrial go well together. 
Develop day use recreational areas and allow some commercial development on the river. Do not 
allow for RV parks along the river. Restrict and limit housing development as this does not go well 
with Agriculture or Industrial, as homeowners complain about smell and noise. Location of any rail 
development should strongly consider how it affects the current farmers and businesses. Rail to Austin 
Point was part of the Port’s plan years ago and it is still a good idea.

Shirley Williams First, please dont sell - if sold the community would have no say or access to this area.  This would 
be a serious loss… Second, instead of housing, build a shopping mall, industrial business  center.  This 
is what out town needs, so we don't have to travel to other cites, maybe even a emergency room, 
small hospital, radiology center. Third, proposed park and parking lot space doesn't appear to 
be adequate, especially due to current major increases with Woodlands population.  Please add 
additional recreational opportunities and adequate space. Consider a parking garage where you 
pay to park, but make it so that woodland property owners don't have to pay or only charge us a 
rew buck for an all day pass. Fourth, it appears your working on the infrastructure issues, especially 
with exit 21 and 22. Infrastructure is a serious issue that's why we don't need additional housing. 
Fifth, no one wants to lose the pumpkin patch.  I would love to see Woodlands agricultural heritage 
bought back by adding a managed community fruit and vegetable farm with fruit trees, etc. where 
folks can come and pick and or weekly home delivery.  This has the potential for year long revenue 
and job potential.  This has been a big hit in many communities across the USA.  It will help address 
food shortages. Sixth, many states are having SERIOUS water issue ( i.e. Lake Mead in Las Vegas, NV.  
Hoover Dam water levels are below the intake valves) so be very careful about draining Lewis river - 
water needs to go somewhere and is a precious commodity.

Darcy Billingsley Birdwatching, Other: 
Horseback riding

Please receive this as my comment on the Austin Point Project. I found the comment section on the 
virtual open house portal to be insufficient, as it limits comments to only 1000 characters. In 2017, the 
American Horse Council evaluated the economic impact of the horse industry in the United States. 
The study found that the total economic impact of the horse industry in the United States is $122 
billion, creating 1.7 million jobs. In the U.S. the recreational segment accounts for 1/3 of the total.  
More specific to the Woodland area, Clark County Executive Horse Council conducted a survey 
in 2019 that revealed the direct expenditures of equine pursuits in the county was $94,570,644 and 
the related spending another $83,626,622, totaling $178,197,266. The numerous horse enthusiasts 
of Cowlitz County are not included in this calculation but would dramatically increase this total 
if surveyed.  Access to recreational trail riding is crucial to the preservation of the lifestyle.  As the 
function of the Port of Woodland is to foster economic development in the area, it is imperative that 
horse trails, beach access and dedicated parking be included in the Austin Point plan.  A trail riding 
destination at the Austin Point development would attract a demographic of property owner and/
or tourism who’s expenses exceeds their revenues by 240%. In other words, horse activities contribute 
a great deal to the local economy and we cannot afford to lose those dollars. As parks to the South, 
such as Whipple Creek, are gaining more foot and bicycle traffic, and residential development is 
consuming more acreages, riders will be seeking opportunities north, increasing the local demand 
and Austin Point is a natural capture of this valuable industry. Woodland is situated close to the 
center of saturation when considering equine population, an ideal location on the I5 corridor to 
attract riders from points North, South, East, and West in addition to maintaining a significant (and 
environmentally friendly) part of Woodland’s culture and livability. In addition to facilitating horse 
riding at the development, the avian habitat of the Woodland Bottoms is a rare gem and there is a 
strong interest in bird watching. Therefore, I propose that at least one (or more if space allows), area 
for a few vehicles to pull off the side of the road at intervals during the journey to Austin Point.



Chris Robinson "Good morning, thank you for sharing the information on Austin Point to Facebook yesterday and 
allowing some open comments. I have been thinking deeply on this project the last couple years 
after hearing about it through the grapevine. I would love to see zero development in the bottoms, 
I also know that's not realistic. Woodland really needs some economic, cultural and environmental 
help and I'm hoping this can help spark some of that. I have spent nearly all my life in this area and 
live on the Lewis River not too far from these proposed projects. I have already done mountains of 
applicable research and hope I can provide valuable insight. 
 
I do have some very creative ideas for this proposed area that I would like to present to the Port of 
Woodland. I do feel a shipping port could be very helpful at this location, possibly for more than you 
have previously anticipated. There are a few things the bottoms and other surrounding areas have 
that are very valuable globally. I believe a well thought port that could allow for some local small 
vessels as well as larger ocean going containers is ideal. This would take a huge amount of work, I 
don't think that's the biggest issue at play. 
 
Austin Point is a great example of environmental devastation from American-euro intervention. If one 
compares maps of the area to ones 100-200 years older, its hardly recognizable. What was noted by 
Lewis and Clark as an incredibly bio rich area and the best they saw on their travels, is now becoming 
void of wildlife. This project must address these issues at forefront and this project has the potential 
to be a game changer for comparable sites. One of the greatest losses here has been the building 
of the dike around all of the bottoms, common flood control practice. I am going to suggest in this 
email that breaking and reshaping that dike is a big part of my suggestions. 
 
As time has gone on in the bottoms the Lewis and Columbia continue to fill with sedimentary material 
in the Cathlapotle basin. So much so that there are islands inplace of what was deeper points in the 
river. The river has also become much more difficult to navigate. Much of this is due to dams, dikes 
and over a century of clear cuts.. The fate of the upper Lewis dams is more and more imminent and 
I feel they only remain due to a lack of alternative energy to replace them. I feel their removal is 
critical and this project can help. You have an amazing opportunity to turn this portion of the bottoms 
into a multi faceted power station. There is strong wind, great light exposure, tons of wave energy 
and major tidal fluctuations. One facet of my proposal is to build energy collection stations behind 
the current dike and then reshape the dike behind them. If the port is open to this consideration I 
would love to contribute more. 
 
The lack of strong flow in the rivers due to the human influence through dikes and dams has caused 
the Cathlapotle Basin to collect large volumes of materials. These materials range from garbage to 
valuable minerals. The Lewis is a known gold bearing river as well as several others that contribute 
to the Columbia in the Cathlapotle Basin. It is highly likely there is a large volume of gold and other 
valuable materials like mica to be harvested from the dredging of this area. Another important part 
of this project is harvesting the spoils that have settled in the river.  
Globally there is a massive shortage of topsoil. Many centuries of poor land management practices 
have caused devastation to valuable topsoil around the world. This is a great opportunity for our 
international port to add a key export. As we reshape the bottoms along the outline that is the 
dike, the excess soil can be processed and shipped. Woodland currently has the space to create 
something viable like this that could include a large scale worm farm and other related items that 
have highly increasing value on the world stage. 
I can go much more in depth on any of these suggestions and simply want to present them as an 
option first. What I would like to see is the reshaping of the dike to accommodate a new age of 
energy collection and a processing plant and port that can ship goods globally. This plant will also 
process gold and other precious materials removed from the river. As this project develops, critical 
habitat will be restored and historical recognition will also begin for the indigenous people that lived 
here for millenia. Austin Point is also an important historical location and this project must reflect 
the groups that inhabited this area. After these phases have had time to manifest and happen this 
can open a large door for housing, hotels and other rec/ tax revenue. I feel this is a great idea for 
Woodland and can put us on the map globally and put Cowlitz county in the green and out of the 
red. Thank you for your time and consideration, I look forward to talking more."

Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking



Eric Schmelzer Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Fishing  long time user of both a.p and martin bar i am very disappointed in the direction the port is taking 
in restricting access to areas i was hoping to enjoy for the rest of my life. restricting beach access to 
vehicles impacts me and alot of older population that are not mobile enough to walk to areas we 
have traditionally fished or enjoyed the beach, this leads to crowding and potential degradation for 
user and environment. i have launched off the beach and parked where i felt secure able to see 
my rig. theft has already went up in the allowed parking area, thieves are emboldened by lack of 
security and vehicles parked closer together. plus a truck launching has to make an extra trip down 
the bank to retrieve their boat further degrading the access which is in poor shape from forcing 
traffic thru the softest part of the bank. summer it is tough to even get to the launch when there are 
dozens of groups crammed in as they won't travel far from parking. security is a joke and ineffective.

Mari Ripp Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing Great conceptual info. Videos were extremely helpful. 

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No Beachcombing/
walking

Remove those concrete barriers by the RV park! So ridiculous. 

Bryan Mattson Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

Jessica Sahim Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

I don't understand why you feel the need to make the road go right through the middle of the little 
farmland we have left here in Woodland. We should be doing EVERYTHING we can to preserve the 
beauty of that area, and putting in an overpass and a road down the middle of the farmland is not 
what anyone in Woodland wants. Please consider an alternative road system that preserves homes, 
farmland, and the way of life of Woodlanders who have lived on the bottoms for decades. I don't 
oppose change at Austin Point, in fact I think that it is a great idea, but not by sacrificing what makes 
Woodland unique. 

Jon Paynter No changes No Fishing

Chris Curtis Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing

Dennis Weber Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing Good Luck getting Columbia Riverkeepers from suing to stop this rather radical development of 
Woodland Bottoms. They will likely object to a county camp plan change from Ag-48 and oppose 
the state granting water permits.

Julie M. Clark No changes No "As a current resident of the Woodland Bottoms, I am concerned about the impact this would have 
on my living conditions. To have trains, semi-trucks,  and continuous traffic would turn this area into a 
difficult area to live.  I cannot even begin to imagine the noise. What kind of impact do you believe 
this will have on the current residents who live here?   
 
The current wildlife/bird population would definitely suffer with the increased activity. It truly is 
heartbreaking to think that this area will be destroyed. Why can't we be more concerned about 
caring for the land and animals instead of bringing in major industries. Who hasn't seen the impact of 
industry on the surrounding landscapes? It is not a pretty sight! 
The current use of much of this land is for agricultural purposes.  We all, as human beings, need to 
seriously consider that we often cover our most fertile ground with buildings and roadways, covering 
up valuable fields for growing food that feeds us all."

Anonymous No changes No Swimming/sunbathing The new road proposal would greatly impact private land owners! Owners of land that is due to be 
developed into road usage for the port are basically to be kicked out of their homes because of 
this development. This road addition will not only take land they use for recreation for children and 
pets but, it will also take away privacy and safety for the children that are living there! Development 
needs to stop when it starts affecting the lives of your citizens. This land that the port of woodland 
wants to take and destroy has been private land for years and years ! 

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing Woodland needs to put a hold on growth and concern itself with recreation/livability. There just isn't 
the infrastructure to support industrial development. We need to move people in, out, and across 
town before products from river bank by rail. Enough of the precious shorelines in this nation have 
been taken over by private interest. Its time to preserve the remaining access to our waterways for 
public use.     



Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing

Christy Tseu Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Fishing "How many ships per year will be designated solely for Columbia River Carbonates?  
 
Will fireworks, gun powder, flammable fertilizers and/or explosives be allowed to be shipped to or 
from any future ports in Woodland?  
 
Parking/ vehicle pull offs would be appreciated by bird watchers in the Woodland Bottoms.  
 
Battery-electric locomotives are expensive, but they would fit the Port's vision to attract clean 
industries and promote a cleaner way to move and deliver traditional commodities. They will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, reduce impacts to the climate, reduce pollutants and provide industry-
wide benefits.  They will also produce net zero emissions if they are charged with hydroelectric power. 
 
Americans are too dependent on other Countries. It would be wonderful to attract companies 
that produce, manufacture, ship and contain commodities or byproducts here in Woodland while 
protecting public health and the safety to our marine environment."

Daniel Boman Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No Beachcombing/
walking

"I am not opposed to this development. I think this project could make a positive impact. However, 
I am concerned about traffic being routed through Woodland. As it currently stands, the road 
infrastructure in Woodland is insufficient for the amount of traffic. Increased traffic from workers, semi-
trucks, and further development would greatly magnify an existing problem. The only way to make 
this feasible would be to add a bridge over the Lewis River and add another on/off ramp on I-5 south 
of Lewis River Rd.  
Thank you for your consideration of the voices of Woodland residents. "

Kathie Luce Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

Tina Winston Sidewalk next to the 
roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing Having the rail system come through next to peoples homes will be devastating! Go through empty 
fields , don’t have a rail system directly next to homes ! I’m All for woodland being able to use the 
Columbia river for more jobs and expanding the community, but not at the expense of a rail system 
NEXT to homes ! Make a few bends in the lines !   

Marlowe 
McConnell 

No changes No Fishing As a long time resident of Woodland I do not want Austin Point to be developed. The environmental 
impact and the agricultural impact is not worth it. Woodland infrastructure can not handle it either.

No changes No other Leave it alone. It’s beautiful as is. Woodland doesn’t need more. It needs preserved. Farm lands 
need protected. The soil, fish and habitat needs protected not more people, more traffic, more trash. 
Invest in your local farms and farmers to make more money. Support farms. Support Ag. Everyone has 
what they “need.” Go to Vancouver. This is not Woodland missing out on more tax opportunities. We 
are people that want to live here the way it is. Keep it a small town where everyone knows and helps 
everyone else. People live here because they love it as is. Look what’s happened to lacenter in the 
past 5 years. The beauty/views have been destroyed, & for what reason? Don’t do that to us too. 

Molly 
Malinowski

No changes No other I'm having a hard time understanding how you will work all the rail roads & the new road through 
the middle of people's personal property. How will you compensate these private property owners? 
What is the plan there? It's actually astonishing to me that you guys have maps with rail roads & 
roads on property that is not deeded/titled in your name. I find that pretty arrogant, & extremely 
off putting. If these private property owners are not in favor of their land being used in this way how 
can you even put up a map like that? Please don't misunderstand, I would love Woodland to grow, 
change & improve, but this is not the way to do it in my opinion. Fix what's broken first before you 
start on something entirely new. There's so much dysfunction and poor planning in the city/town of 
woodland, & new development in the industrial area that NEEDS better roadways, freeway access. 
Fix that first before you even start this. In the video one man said "either develop or sell" I say you sell it.



Valerie Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes other Solitude taken away I suppose will have to pay for that now?????

Christopher 
Meyers 

No changes No Fishing I think you should donate the property to the people that live in woodland and give us back are 
riverfront access we used to have. There is already to many people in this town with the roads the 
way they are. The port of woodland has not done shit in 45 years that I know of so why do something 
now! Big mistake on you if you let this happen!

Joy Klein Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing I’m really curious how this is going to effect local property owners? Exciting project though!!

JoAnn Leach Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing Please do everything you can to reduce the number of train whistles.  Otherwise I have no objection 
to the project.  I would love to see a very large boat launch facility and park area. This would require 
over 100 boat trailer parking spaces.  One concept photo going around shows a one lane launch 
and ten parking spaces for boat trailer parking.   Quite honestly that would be a waste of the project 
and just create  problem.  I support the project and economic development.

Tim Elliott I saw that you have proposals for roadways and train access by the point… how does that connect 
to the freeway and rail lines? If the port plans to load or offload containers, will those all go by train? If 
some by road, will they go through town? 

Lynn R. Jensen Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

No Swimming/sunbathing We need a better recreational space on the river in Woodland. If the port development brings that, 
quickly, not taking years after the port is developed to develop the recreational space, I could 
support. Although I would not want to go to a recreational area right next to a shipping facility. That 
would make it really aesthetically displeasing and result in less community support. 

Mike Heider I am against turning the south end of the bottoms into a giant rail yard with constant train noise and 
wetland environment loss. During the several years of construction activity additional large truck 
traffic would overtax the rural road system and the already strained Woodland freeway access 
points. I don't believe the small number of permanent jobs added by a bulk terminal would justify 
such a massive cost outlay compared to other types of industrial development available to the Port.

Lori Newburn No I did not answer several of the questions re Austin Point development USAGE because I think the 
current proposal is a terrible idea. As a resident and property owner I would like to say that this would 
have only a negative impact on the Woodland bottoms and those who call the area home. 

Carollee 
Owens

No changes This is not the appropriate location for industrial development, the development is happening to 
the north. The rail line should also be to the north, not through what little agriculture land we have 
left. Not clear how much property will need to be acquired to add sidewalks, this will impact all the 
property owners along the route, and that fact is not being stated openly. The recreational use would 
be nice but sitting in the shadow of the industrial use would diminish the recreational value.

Dianna Robison Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Fishing I think this is a wonderful step forward in expanding our community in a positive way

BobbiLee 
Menning

No changes No other You'll be ruining the small country town that i grew up. Its already grown so much is disgusting. Cutting 
farms in half. Destroying the woodland bottoms beauty which is the only beauty that town has 
anymore. Keep it the small town as much as possible. No other around it has beauty like it has. 



Caroline 
Meighan

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

"I reviewed all of the possible concepts but I do not see the concept photo 
on the options for the port. It is listed in the marketing photos, not in 
the proposed plans however. The photo I have attached looks attractive. 
The only things I see are about creating a train yard which would increase 
noise traffic. Also, I have some safety concerns with the bridge over the 
railroad. 
On a related note, if it does go through I think it would be better to have 
a side walk separated vs integrated with the roadway. 
I am interested in having a beautiful port. I would love to have a point of 
interest like the Vancouver Waterfront. However, I do not see that as an 
option listed on the website. 
Woodland needs to spend time beautifying the port for the use of the public, 
but I worry that if we use it to bring in lumber, it will also have a new 
smell (if it becomes a lumber yard). I do not want it to be like Longview. I 
would like to see a trail that connects Woodland to Vancouver. Other cities 
across the US have succeeded in doing a “rails to trails” trail system which 
would be great. Even if the trains were still in service, there could be a 
trail adjacent to also enjoy the view."

Richard Tapani No changes No Other Please do not put in new roads or overpasses that run right next to existing homes and introduce 
issues regarding safety, privacy, security, property value, lost serenity, etc. The Port should utilize 
existing road and rail infrastructure, and if that isn’t good enough, figure out a way to build new 
ones on already owned Port property. And if a new road HAS to be built and it will require taking 
people’s property against their will (eminent domain). Why not take the property, far away from any 
homes, and least impactful to residents’ daily living? I am for development and strategic economic 
investments, however, I believe The Port should act in good faith and do what they can to avoid 
direct negative impacts to property/homeowners who are affected the most, yes, even if that 
means a higher financial cost and a curvy road. Due to the limited character count available in 
this comment section, I will be emailing a more detailed letter to the commissioners as part of my 
comments.

David Donald Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

"This project for development in the south end of the Woodland bottoms is wrong in an AG38 zone 
.  The proposed road would cut our farm in half on Whalen rd. It would also take more property 
away from our farm in 3 different locations . North and south of Whalen Rd.  , and property we own 
by dike road  south of port property . The proposal of moving Kuhnis road  would greatly affect our 
family farm . The best thing that should be done is to sell the land back to the farmers and be kept 
in agriculture . Austin point should be left for recreational use . There is a large heron nesting site right 
where the 
proposed rail loop  would go . The only thing people will see sightseeing  is train cars blocking their 
view . The roads on the bottoms are very adequate for the usage they get now .   With no current 
grain elevator looking to be built in the near future there is no reason to develop this land. Especially 
with industrial land available north of town . "

Casey 
Browning

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Swimming/sunbathing "This public comments section is bs. You aren't asking if we want the project in the first place. It's a 
dirty tactic to ask us what we want with it when we don't even want it!  
 
The only acceptable project is just for recreation not industry. Everyone will suffer if this project 
continues without addressing the needs of the town- like better traffic control in the city of woodland. 
Plus woodland is a flood plain so we definitely do not want to extend the rail to the bottoms.  
 
Stop acting like all the goodies that you offer are a fair trade for what you're really after! "

Carolyn 
McWilliams

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

This project would be highly detrimental to the wildlife such as the whooping cranes, bald eagles 
and song birds that depend on these wetlands as well as destroying what is left of the farmland and 
adding to our already nightmarish traffic problems and all to line the pockets of a few well heeled 
individuals. This development would not benefit the average Woodlander. Take your greed to 
California where it belongs. 

Matt Donald Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes Beachcombing/
walking

"Please see comprehensive comments with additional attachments I submitted via email on 05/23/22 
at 9:05 AM."



Patricia Donald Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes other "I'm not in any way favorable to the development of Austin point Port property. The impact on 
existing farmers, recent home buyers who were unaware of the impact of this, and those preparing 
to build homes is detrimental to their property values, destroying views that they paid highly for during 
land purchases for their build. 
 
I am only pro sale of this port property due to the railroad and alterations to Whalen Road and the 
impact on our family businesses, the environment and neighbors."

Jessica 
Lindeken

Sidewalks separated 
from the roadway

Yes "Living in/near the areas that are being looked at for changes in this project, I am concerned. I 
am all for changes and ones that help promote Woodland in growth and sustainability. However, 
you're looking at disrupting farms and those who's livelihoods will be affected by this! I really hope 
you consider what this will do to those of us living in or near these major changes, and how it will 
negatively impact  us. It's easy to look at this and see all the wonderful opportunities, but please don't 
forget to consider the rest of us who will be greatly impacted by it personally, and financially, and the 
inconveniences it will present. From more traffic to a major shift in properties and what that looks like, 
most of us choose to be where we are because of the seclusion (for lack of better words) it provides 
as farmers and property owners. Thank you for taking the time to consider all of these things and the 
impacts it will have for others aside from the port."
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WORKING RIVER & PUBLIC ACCESS 
EXAMPLES 

EXAMPLE

COLUMBIA RIVER

LEWIS RIVER

���������������������������
WHAT DOES AUSTIN POINT MEAN TO YOU?

Write one or two words to describe Austin Point on a sticky 
note and place below!

PUT A PIN IN IT!
Where would you like to see recreation 

opportunities or public access?

LEGEND

N 
0 1,000500

FEET

NOTE: FOR PLANNING PURPOSES ONLY. LOCATIONS NOTIONAL AND 
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
SOURCES: ESRI, COWLITZ COUNTY GIS

PORT OF WOODLAND PROPERTY
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������������������������������
The Port of Woodland has an opportunity to grow and wants to do 
so in a way that supports the community. 

Help the Port become self-sustaining over time, 
eventually eliminating the Port tax. 

Create jobs and help diversify the economy in the region.

Add or improve recreation opportunities. 

Improve public access to the river. 

Build infrastructure to connect the future dockside 
development to the BNSF rail line.

The feasibility studies will explore development options that:

����������������

SOURCE: EcoNorthwest, Market Analysis to Inform Conceptual Plans for a Deep-Water Marine Cargo Facility at the Port of Woodland, July 2022.

CEREALS & 
SOYBEANS

POTASH & 
SODA ASH

AG
MEALS
COMMODITIES

WOOD 
PELLETS

• Long-term capacity on 
the lower Columbia river is 
greater than demand over a 
20-30 year horizon

CEREALS & SOYBEANS 
• Long-term market expected to 

have steady demand
• Emerging competition from 

foreign producers 
• Uncertainty in ability to capture 

share of export regions in the 
near-term

• A multi-purpose dock has 
high costs compared to 
income potential

POTASH & SODA ASH 
• Production aligns with lower 

Columbia River exports and 
strong/stable global demand

• Positive long-term global growth 
outlook will remain strong in the 
intermediate term

• Export location is hard to predict 
and determined by few select 
producers. 

• Terminal requires signifi cant land 
for storage

REGIONAL FINDINGS
• Location can accommodate 

modern unit trains and has 
a competitive advantage 
closer to open waters

AGRICULTURAL MEALS
DRIED DISTILLER’S GRAIN SOLUBLES (DDGS)

• Emerging market due to ethanol 
production pushed by federal 
climate policy

• Demand for feedstock driven by 
the Pacifi c Rim

• Commodity should be co-
located with ethanol production 
facilities. 

WOOD PELLETS
• Emerging Pacifi c Rim market 

with source material in the 
Pacifi c Northwest

• Demand is currently met by 
foreign producers

• Multiple sites on the 
lower Columbia River are 
marketing or planning to 
capture a similar market 

• Challenging business climate 
in Oregon is an opportunity 
for Washington Ports

PORT OF 
VANCOUVERPORT OF 

PORTLAND

PORT OF 
LONGVIEW

PORT OF 
KALAMA

PORT 
WESTWARD

AUSTIN POINT

REGIONAL CONTEXT
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��������������������������������������������
TRAINS USING AUSTIN POINT COULD TAKE UP TO 2,140 SEMI TRUCKS OFF THE ROAD

Austin Point’s proximity to the BNSF main rail line provides an opportunity to 
utilize rail rather than trucking to move goods throughout the region.
Connecting freight by rail to the future terminal provides the following benefi ts:

• Allows for development without burdening area roads
• Emits up to 75% less greenhouse gas emissions than trucks*
• Reduces the amount of truck traffi c on highways and roads, freeing up 

space for other motorists
• Less wear and tear on roads

* Association of American Railroads

1 standard Columbia River ship = 4 barge tows

1 ship = 5.2 trains with 110 rail cars each
110 rail cars

1 ship can take up 2,140 semis off the road
110 semis

QUESTIONS ABOUT RAIL?

PORTOFWOODLAND.COM/AUSTIN-POINT/

AUSTINPOINT@PORTOFWOODLAND.COM

RAIL vs. TRUCKING

���
�����������������������	
KEY POINTS 

• A shipping terminal will add jobs to the area and 
generate funds to invest in the community.

• No fossil fuel-based or hazardous products will 
be shipped through this terminal.

• Enhancing public access to the river is a key 
goal of this project.

• No changes are anticipated any time soon; this 
is the beginning of a multi-year assessment.

This multi-year project is 
part of the larger Austin 
Point Plan, and assesses 
the impacts and viability 
of developing a shipping 
terminal at Austin Point. 

This effort focuses on four 
major areas.

PUBLIC 
ENGAGEMENT

REGULATORY
STRATEGY

FUNDING
STRATEGY

ENGINEERING
SOLUTIONS

STAY UPDATED

Lewis River

C
olum

bia River

Kuhnis Rd

Dike Rd SW

Dike Rd SW

Whalen Rd

Road & Rail 
Feasibility

 

Dockside
Economic
Feasibility

Environmental Mitigation & 
Recreation Assessment

~10+ YEAR PROJECT TIMELINE

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

2022 2023 2031

CONSTRUCTIONDESIGN & PERMITTINGCONCEPTS

PORTOFWOODLAND.COM/AUSTIN-POINT/
AUSTINPOINT@PORTOFWOODLAND.COM
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PUBLIC ACCESS CONCEPT

TERMINAL

PICNIC AREA & 
PLAYGROUND 

BEACH ACCESS

CONFLUENCE 
LOOKOUT

ELEVATED 
BOARDWALK

WETLANDS
BEACH 

ACCESS

PARKING

RIVERSIDE 
PEDESTRIAN 

PATH

BOAT LAUNCH & 
OPEN SPACE

SHORE 
FISHING & 
CLEANING 
STATION

ARMY CORPS 
OF ENGINEERS 

SALMON HABITAT 
RESTORATION

WETLANDS

1

2

3

PARKING34

1

5

6
7

8
(PORT DOES NOT OWN 

THIS PROPERTY)

BEACH 
STABILIZATION

(APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION)

*llustrative concept, not yet designed
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����������������������������
PLACE A STICKER ON YOUR TOP 3 PRIORITIES:

BEACH ACCESS1 RIVERSIDE WALKING 
PATH

2 PARKING3 SHORE FISHING & 
CLEANING STATION

4

PICNIC AREA & 
PLAYGROUND

5 CONFLUENCE 
LOOKOUT

6 ELEVATED 
BOARDWALK

7 BOAT LAUNCH & 
OPEN SPACE

8

YES NO
Would you be willing to pay up to $95 
more per year in property taxes for four 
years to generate $2 million in matching 
funds for your priority public access 
projects?* 

*Based on a $387,500 average assessed home value in Cowlitz County and Port District assessed values in 2022.

PLACE A STICKER ON YOUR CHOICE:
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NORTH ACCESS
FEATURES

Pedestrian Path

Recreation 

Beach Access

Parking

PARKING

TERMINAL

BEACH 
ACCESS

PEDESTRIAN PATH

WETLANDS

COLUMBIA 
RIVER

Riverside walking path and small parking 
area provides waterside connection to 

northern Port property. 

Shoreline Stabilization

KEY MAP

PUBLIC ACCESS OVERVIEW

• Build on existing uses and access
• Maintain character
• Protect wetlands and habitat
• Connect all three port properties
• Expand shoreline and water access

PUBLIC ACCESS GOALS

• River access for boaters
• Shoreline access where feasible
• Fishing at confluence
• Preserving the unique character of 

the place

COMMUNITY ACCESS REQUESTS

LEGEND

PORT PROPERTY LINE

WETLAND
WETLAND BUFFER

PILE DIKE
N 

OFFROAD 
TRAILS

WEST COAST 
TRAINING 
FACILITY

FISHING 
& BEACH 

COMBING

BOAT 
LAUNCH

FISHING & 
BEACH 

COMBING

ISLAND 
ACCESS

SWIMMING

CURRENT USES

Environmental regulations limit 
activities in wetlands and buffers.

KEY CONDITIONS

Access to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) salmon 

restoration site just north of the port 
property is not allowed.

CONNECTING 
PATH

USACE SALMON 
RESTORATION SITE
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CENTRAL ACCESS
FEATURES

KEY MAP

Picnic Area

Beach Access

Shore Fishing

Fish Cleaning Area

Playground

Convenient central parking provides
access to trails, beach, and picnic area. 

Pedestrian path along terminal connects to 
northern Port property.

PICNIC AREA & 
PLAYGROUND

PARKING

BEACH 
ACCESS

PEDESTRIAN 
PATH

Pedestrian Path

TERMINAL

SOUTH ACCESS

FEATURES

Confluence Lookout

Elevated Boardwalk

Beach Access

Boat Launch
(if feasible)

KEY MAP

Rendering for illustrative purposes only

Rendering for illustrative purposes only

PROPERTY NOT 
OWNED BY PORT

BEACH 
ACCESS

ELEVATED 
BOARDWALK

CONFLUENCE 
LOOKOUT

Elevated boardwalk 
allows visitors to 

enjoy the protected 
wetland. Pathways 

lead to the river shore 
and lookout point. 
Additional property 

could be purchased to 
add a boat ramp and 
open space if feasible.

BOAT 
LAUNCH
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TERMINAL ALTERNATIVES

UNIT TRAIN (LF) 8,000 8,000 8,000 8,000
UNIT TRAIN 
FREQUENCY 1-2 per day 1-2 per day 1 per week 1 per week

VESSEL  751-820' Panamax  751-820' Panamax 
User 1: 751-820' Panamax

User 2: 650' Handimax 
 User 1: 751-820' Panamax 

User 2: 650' Handimax 

VESSEL CALLS PER 
YEAR* 100-150 100-150 User 1: 100-150

User 2: 10-15
User 1: 100-150
User 2: 10-15

ONE USER TWO USERS
USERS: GRAIN USERS: GRAIN & WOOD PELLETS

ALL LANDSIDE 

1A

LANDSIDE DUMPER, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

1B

LANDSIDE DUMPERS, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

2A

LANDSIDE DUMPERS,  
SPLIT USERS

2B

• One rail car dumper 
• All storage landside 

of levee

• One rail car dumper 
landside of levee 

• All storage waterside 
of levee

• Two rail car dumpers 
landside of levee 

• All storage waterside 
of levee

• Two rail car dumpers 
landside of levee

• User 1 storage 
landside of levee

• User 2 storage 
waterside of levee

User Storage
Terminal & Dock
Port Property
Pile Dike

LEGEND

WATERSIDE 5+ acres 5-10 acres User 1: 15 acres
User 2: 6-8 acres

User 1: 5+ acres
User 2: 6-8 acres

LANDSIDE 15+ (including dumper) 10+ (including dumper) 15+ (including 2 dumpers) 15+ (including 2 dumpers)

ADDITIONAL 15+ acres 10+ acres 15+ acres 15+ acres

BINDING 
WATERSIDE SITE 
PLAN

No No Yes Yes

REMOVE/REPLACE 
EXISTING PILE 
DIKES

No No Yes Yes

LEVEE RIGHT-OF-
WAY ISSUES Yes Yes Yes Yes

SPACE REQUIREMENTS*

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

CAPACITY

*Concepts are illustrative, not yet designed

*Combination of new and relocated vessel calls

*Not including area for rail
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AUSTIN POINT PLAN
FALL 2022 ONLINE OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY

The Port of Woodland is exploring potential 
development at Austin Point. As part of that 
effort, this open house summarized the findings 
of the Austin Point Plan, a study exploring 
the economic potential and waterfront 
infrastructure necessary to develop a shipping 
terminal.

Read through for general information, a 
summary of the economic analysis study, draft 
shipping terminal concepts, and draft public 
access concepts.

Understand the market 
analysis - including 
what commodities were 
researched and their near- 
and long-term viability - that 
guided development of the 
shipping terminal concepts.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Review initial draft concepts 
for the shipping terminal at 
Austin Point and see how 
they compare with regard to 
capacity and land needed.

SHIPPING TERMINAL 
CONCEPTS

See how public input shaped 
proposed public access 
amenities, part of the Port’s 
commitment to enhance 
public access at Austin Point.

PUBLIC ACCESS 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT
Discover how this project is shaping Austin Point, what commodities will be shipped, and how 
the Port will be able to achieve its long-term goals. 

See Economic Analysis SeeTerminal Concepts See Public Access

HOW COULD PROJECTS BE FUNDED?
The shipping terminal and public access enhancements at Austin Point could be funded 
through federal and state grants, port funding, and public-private partnerships. Many of the 
grants require a portion of the funds to have a local match. Grant and Port funding details 
are described below.

Federal Grants
Requires 20-50% local match

• Transportation, economic development, and utility
• Economic Development Administration grant

State Grants
Some require local match

• Capital requests (no local match required)
• Community Economic Revitalization Board funds (requires private partner)
• Transportation Improvement Board grant
• Recreation & Conservation Office grant (public access)

Port Funding
• Port general fund
• Levy
• Industrial Development District (IDD) levy
• General obligation bond usually supported by a levy
• Revenue bond

PROJECT INFORMATION
The Port of Woodland is exploring the potential to develop a rail-served shipping terminal 
at Austin Point, a 200-acre heavy industrial property located on the banks of the Columbia 
River. This multi-year project - the Austin Point Plan - will assess the impacts and viability of 
developing a shipping terminal with rail access at Austin Point. 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF DEVELOPING A SHIPPING TERMINAL AT AUSTIN POINT?
The Port of Woodland has an opportunity to grow and wants to do so in a way that supports 
the community. The feasibility studies will explore development options that: 

• Help the Port become self-sustaining over time, eventually eliminating the Port tax
• Create jobs and help diversify the economy in the region
• Add or improve recreation opportunities
• Improve public access to the river
• Build infrastructure to connect the future dockside development to the BNSF rail line

WHY WILL THE TERMINAL BE SERVED BY RAIL?
Austin Point’s proximity to the BNSF main rail line provides an opportunity to utilize rail rather 
than trucking to move goods throughout the region. Connecting freight by rail to the future 
terminal provides the following benefits: 

• Allows for development without burdening area roads
• Emits up to 75% less greenhouse gas emissions than trucks*
• Reduces the amount of truck traffic on highways and roads, freeing up space for other 

motorists
• Lessens future wear and tear on roads

*Association of American RailroadsCONNECTING FREIGHT FROM THE RAIL TO THE PORT
TRAINS USING AUSTIN POINT COULD TAKE UP TO 2,140 SEMI TRUCKS OFF THE ROAD

Austin Point’s proximity to the BNSF main rail line provides an opportunity to 
utilize rail rather than trucking to move goods throughout the region.
Connecting freight by rail to the future terminal provides the following benefits:

• Allows for development without burdening area roads
• Emits up to 75% less greenhouse gas emissions than trucks*
• Reduces the amount of truck traffic on highways and roads, freeing up 

space for other motorists
• Less wear and tear on roads

* Association of American Railroads

1 standard Columbia River ship = 4 barge tows

1 ship = 5.2 trains with 110 rail cars each
110 rail cars

1 ship can take up 2,140 semis off the road
110 semis

QUESTIONS ABOUT RAIL?

PORTOFWOODLAND.COM/AUSTIN-POINT/

AUSTINPOINT@PORTOFWOODLAND.COM

RAIL vs. TRUCKING

SEPTEMBER 2022 OPEN HOUSE WEBSITE
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Two-user Concepts

LANDSIDE DUMPERS, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

• Two rail car 
dumpers 
landside of levee

• All storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
binding waterside 
site plan required, 
potential to 
remove/replace 
existing pile dikes,    
levee right-of-way 
issues

LANDSIDE DUMPERS, 
SPLIT USERS

• Two rail car 
dumpers landside 
of levee

• User 1 storage 
landside of levee, 
User 2 storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
binding waterside 
site plan required, 
potential to remove/
replace existing pile 
dikes, levee right-of-
way issues

TERMINAL CONCEPTS
Draft concepts for the shipping terminal were developed based on findings from the 
economic analysis. 

These concepts differ in number of users and infrastructure required to support operations. 
Goods at the shipping terminal will be transported using unit trains located on the landside 
of the levee with minimal added vehicle traffic for operational staff. For more information 
regarding railroad infrastructure efforts, please contact the Port directly at AustinPoint@
portofwoodland.com.

Single User Concepts

ALL LANDSIDE
• One rail car 

dumper
• All storage 

landside of levee

Considerations: 
levee right-of-way 
issues

LANDSIDE DUMPER, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

• One rail car 
dumper landside 
of levee

• All storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
levee right-of-way 
issues

REGIONAL FINDINGS
• Location can accommodate modern unit trains and has a competitive advantage closer 

to open waters
• Challenging business climate in Oregon is an opportunity for Washington Ports
• Multiple sites on the lower Columbia River are marketing or planning to capture a similar 

market
• Long-term capacity on the lower Columbia river is greater than demand over a 20-30 

year horizon
• A multi-purpose dock has high costs compared to income potential

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

SOURCE: EcoNorthwest, Market Analysis to Inform Conceptual Plans for a Deep-Water Marine Cargo Facility at the Port of Woodland, July 2022.

CEREALS & 
SOYBEANS

POTASH & 
SODA ASH

AG 
MEALS
COMMODITIES

WOOD 
PELLETS

• Long-term capacity on 
the lower Columbia river is 
greater than demand over a 
20-30 year horizon

CEREALS & SOYBEANS 
• Long-term market expected to 

have steady demand
• Emerging competition from 

foreign producers 
• Uncertainty in ability to capture 

share of export regions in the 
near-term

• A multi-purpose dock has 
high costs compared to 
income potential

POTASH & SODA ASH 
• Production aligns with lower 

Columbia River exports and 
strong/stable global demand

• Positive long-term global growth 
outlook will remain strong in the 
intermediate term

• Export location is hard to predict 
and determined by few select 
producers. 

• Terminal requires significant land 
for storage

REGIONAL FINDINGS
• Location can accommodate 

modern unit trains and has 
a competitive advantage 
closer to open waters

AGRICULTURAL MEALS
DRIED DISTILLER’S GRAIN SOLUBLES (DDGS)

• Emerging market due to ethanol 
production pushed by federal 
climate policy

• Demand for feedstock driven by 
the Pacific Rim

• Commodity should be co-
located with ethanol production 
facilities. 

WOOD PELLETS
• Emerging Pacific Rim market 

with source material in the 
Pacific Northwest

• Demand is currently met by 
foreign producers

• Multiple sites on the 
lower Columbia River are 
marketing or planning to 
capture a similar market 

• Challenging business climate 
in Oregon is an opportunity 
for Washington Ports

PORT OF 
VANCOUVERPORT OF 

PORTLAND

PORT OF 
LONGVIEW

PORT OF 
KALAMA

PORT 
WESTWARD

AUSTIN POINT

REGIONAL CONTEXT

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
WHAT CARGO CAN BE SHIPPED?
According to the Port of Woodland’s Resolution 448, the types of commodities below are/
are not acceptable at a future shipping terminal.
Acceptable Products

NOT ACCEPTED*

Coal and coke; Petroleum and associated products (i.e., gasoline, diesel fuel, 
and oil); Liquefied natural gas; Propane; Toxic, explosive, reactive, or hazardous 
substances; Dangerous wastes; Municipal wastes and construction demolition debris

COMMODITIES
PRODUCTS ACCEPTED AT AUSTIN POINT SHIPPING TERMINAL*

*Port of Woodland Resolution 448

GRAINS AND 
CEREALS

CORN, OAT, 
SOY, BARLEY, 
SORGHUM, 

WHEAT, EDIBLE 
AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTS

OTHER

CEMENT, 
VOLCANIC ASH/

POZZOLANA, 
POTASH

LIQUID EDIBLES

COOKING OR 
VEGETABLE OILS, 

FRUIT JUICES, 
DAIRY PRODUCTS

METAL 
PRODUCTS

STEEL, COLD 
ROLLED, SCRAP 

IRON

SAND, GRAVEL, 
BOULDERS/LARGE 

ROCKS, CLEAN 
FILL MATERIAL

ROCK AND 
AGGREGATE

WOOD 
PRODUCTS

TIMBER, LUMBER, 
OTHER WOOD 

PRODUCTS

• Coal and coke
• Petroleum and associated products (i.e., 

gasoline, diesel fuel, and oil)
• Liquefied natural gas
• Propane

• Toxic, explosive, reactive, or hazardous 
substances

• Dangerous wastes
• Municipal wastes and construction 

demolition debris

Unacceptable Products

COMMODITIES
The project identified a range of candidate commodity types based on past commodity 
flows, recent siting interest, and discussions with the Port and other professionals. 
Commodities were further refined and prioritized based on the following criteria: unit train 
suitability, compatibility with the port’s resolutions, economic development potential, and 
site suitability/constraints. Market findings for the four Port-approved categories are below.

Cereals & Soybeans
• Long-term market expected to have steady 

demand
• Emerging competition from foreign producers
• Uncertainty in ability to capture share of 

export regions in the near-term

Potash & Soda Ash
• Production aligns with lower Columbia River 

exports and strong/stable global demand
• Positive long-term global growth outlook will 

remain strong in the intermediate term
• Export location is hard to predict and 

determined by few select producers.
• Terminal requires significant land for storage

Agricultural Meals
• Emerging market due to ethanol production 

pushed by federal climate policy
• Demand for feedstock driven by the Pacific 

Rim
• Commodity should be co-located with 

ethanol production facilities.

Wood Pellets
• Emerging Pacific Rim market with source 

material in the Pacific Northwest
• Demand is currently met by foreign producers
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PUBLIC ACCESS
OVERVIEW
Austin Point is a vibrant recreational space 
with great access to recreational opportunities 
on the Columbia and Lewis rivers. The center 
of the three properties is currently leased and 
surrounded by undeveloped wetlands to the 
north and south. Activities in the wetlands and 
buffer areas are limited due to environmental 
regulations. In addition, access to the island 
north of Port property is restricted due to a 
salmon restoration site managed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. The map to the right 
shows additional ways that Austin Point is 
currently used.

Community Access Requests
Engagement with the public through outreach 
events revealed a few key access requests:

• River access for boaters
• Shoreline access where feasible
• Fishing at confluence
• Preserved unique character 

PUBLIC ACCESS CONCEPTS
The Port is committed to enhancing 
public access at Austin Point. A variety 
of options have been developed that 
incorporate public feedback. These options 
can be flexible and scaled to the overall 
project. The public access concepts were 
developed using the following goals: 

• Build on existing uses and access
• Maintain character
• Protect wetlands and habitat
• Connect all three port properties
• Expand shoreline and water access

Public access concepts are focused in three 
areas at Austin Point: North Access, Central 
Access, and South Access.

NORTH ACCESS
A riverside walking path and small parking area 
provides waterside connection to northern Port 
property and includes the following features:

• Recreation
• Parking
• Pedestrian path

• Beach access
• Shoreline stabilization

• Beach access
• Fish cleaning area
• Picnic area

• Shore fishing
• Playground
• Pedestrian path

• Elevated boardwalk
• Confluence lookout

• Beach access
• Boat launch (if feasible)

CENTRAL ACCESS
Convenient central parking provides access to trails, 
the beach, and picnic area. The pedestrian path along 
the terminal connects to the northern Port property. This 
concept includes the following features:

SOUTH ACCESS
An elevated boardwalk allows visitors to enjoy the 
protected wetland. Pathways lead to the river shore 
and lookout point. Additional property could be 
purchased to add a boat ramp and open space if 
feasible. This concept includes the following features:




