
AUSTIN POINT PLAN
FALL 2022 ONLINE OPEN HOUSE SUMMARY

The Port of Woodland is exploring potential 
development at Austin Point. As part of that 
effort, this open house summarized the findings 
of the Austin Point Plan, a study exploring 
the economic potential and waterfront 
infrastructure necessary to develop a shipping 
terminal.

Read through for general information, a 
summary of the economic analysis study, draft 
shipping terminal concepts, and draft public 
access concepts.

Understand the market 
analysis - including 
what commodities were 
researched and their near- 
and long-term viability - that 
guided development of the 
shipping terminal concepts.

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Review initial draft concepts 
for the shipping terminal at 
Austin Point and see how 
they compare with regard to 
capacity and land needed.

SHIPPING TERMINAL 
CONCEPTS

See how public input shaped 
proposed public access 
amenities, part of the Port’s 
commitment to enhance 
public access at Austin Point.

PUBLIC ACCESS 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE PROJECT
Discover how this project is shaping Austin Point, what commodities will be shipped, and how 
the Port will be able to achieve its long-term goals. 

See Economic Analysis SeeTerminal Concepts See Public Access



PROJECT INFORMATION
The Port of Woodland is exploring the potential to develop a rail-served shipping terminal 
at Austin Point, a 200-acre heavy industrial property located on the banks of the Columbia 
River. This multi-year project - the Austin Point Plan - will assess the impacts and viability of 
developing a shipping terminal with rail access at Austin Point. 

WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF DEVELOPING A SHIPPING TERMINAL AT AUSTIN POINT?
The Port of Woodland has an opportunity to grow and wants to do so in a way that supports 
the community. The feasibility studies will explore development options that: 

• Help the Port become self-sustaining over time, eventually eliminating the Port tax
• Create jobs and help diversify the economy in the region
• Add or improve recreation opportunities
• Improve public access to the river
• Build infrastructure to connect the future dockside development to the BNSF rail line

WHY WILL THE TERMINAL BE SERVED BY RAIL?
Austin Point’s proximity to the BNSF main rail line provides an opportunity to utilize rail rather 
than trucking to move goods throughout the region. Connecting freight by rail to the future 
terminal provides the following benefits: 

• Allows for development without burdening area roads
• Emits up to 75% less greenhouse gas emissions than trucks*
• Reduces the amount of truck traffic on highways and roads, freeing up space for other 

motorists
• Lessens future wear and tear on roads

*Association of American RailroadsCONNECTING FREIGHT FROM THE RAIL TO THE PORT
TRAINS USING AUSTIN POINT COULD TAKE UP TO 2,140 SEMI TRUCKS OFF THE ROAD

Austin Point’s proximity to the BNSF main rail line provides an opportunity to 
utilize rail rather than trucking to move goods throughout the region.
Connecting freight by rail to the future terminal provides the following benefits:

• Allows for development without burdening area roads
• Emits up to 75% less greenhouse gas emissions than trucks*
• Reduces the amount of truck traffic on highways and roads, freeing up 

space for other motorists
• Less wear and tear on roads

* Association of American Railroads

1 standard Columbia River ship = 4 barge tows

1 ship = 5.2 trains with 110 rail cars each
110 rail cars

1 ship can take up 2,140 semis off the road
110 semis

QUESTIONS ABOUT RAIL?

PORTOFWOODLAND.COM/AUSTIN-POINT/

AUSTINPOINT@PORTOFWOODLAND.COM

RAIL vs. TRUCKING



HOW COULD PROJECTS BE FUNDED?
The shipping terminal and public access enhancements at Austin Point could be funded 
through federal and state grants, port funding, and public-private partnerships. Many of the 
grants require a portion of the funds to have a local match. Grant and Port funding details 
are described below.

Federal Grants
Requires 20-50% local match

• Transportation, economic development, and utility
• Economic Development Administration grant

State Grants
Some require local match

• Capital requests (no local match required)
• Community Economic Revitalization Board funds (requires private partner)
• Transportation Improvement Board grant
• Recreation & Conservation Office grant (public access)

Port Funding
• Port general fund
• Levy
• Industrial Development District (IDD) levy
• General obligation bond usually supported by a levy
• Revenue bond



ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
WHAT CARGO CAN BE SHIPPED?
According to the Port of Woodland’s Resolution 448, the types of commodities below are/
are not acceptable at a future shipping terminal.
Acceptable Products

NOT ACCEPTED*

Coal and coke; Petroleum and associated products (i.e., gasoline, diesel fuel, 
and oil); Liquefied natural gas; Propane; Toxic, explosive, reactive, or hazardous 
substances; Dangerous wastes; Municipal wastes and construction demolition debris

COMMODITIES
PRODUCTS ACCEPTED AT AUSTIN POINT SHIPPING TERMINAL*

*Port of Woodland Resolution 448

GRAINS AND 
CEREALS

CORN, OAT, 
SOY, BARLEY, 
SORGHUM, 

WHEAT, EDIBLE 
AGRICULTURE 

PRODUCTS

OTHER

CEMENT, 
VOLCANIC ASH/

POZZOLANA, 
POTASH

LIQUID EDIBLES

COOKING OR 
VEGETABLE OILS, 

FRUIT JUICES, 
DAIRY PRODUCTS

METAL 
PRODUCTS

STEEL, COLD 
ROLLED, SCRAP 

IRON

SAND, GRAVEL, 
BOULDERS/LARGE 

ROCKS, CLEAN 
FILL MATERIAL

ROCK AND 
AGGREGATE

WOOD 
PRODUCTS

TIMBER, LUMBER, 
OTHER WOOD 

PRODUCTS

• Coal and coke
• Petroleum and associated products (i.e., 

gasoline, diesel fuel, and oil)
• Liquefied natural gas
• Propane

• Toxic, explosive, reactive, or hazardous 
substances

• Dangerous wastes
• Municipal wastes and construction 

demolition debris

Unacceptable Products

COMMODITIES
The project identified a range of candidate commodity types based on past commodity 
flows, recent siting interest, and discussions with the Port and other professionals. 
Commodities were further refined and prioritized based on the following criteria: unit train 
suitability, compatibility with the port’s resolutions, economic development potential, and 
site suitability/constraints. Market findings for the four Port-approved categories are below.

Cereals & Soybeans
• Long-term market expected to have steady 

demand
• Emerging competition from foreign producers
• Uncertainty in ability to capture share of 

export regions in the near-term

Potash & Soda Ash
• Production aligns with lower Columbia River 

exports and strong/stable global demand
• Positive long-term global growth outlook will 

remain strong in the intermediate term
• Export location is hard to predict and 

determined by few select producers.
• Terminal requires significant land for storage

Agricultural Meals
• Emerging market due to ethanol production 

pushed by federal climate policy
• Demand for feedstock driven by the Pacific 

Rim
• Commodity should be co-located with 

ethanol production facilities.

Wood Pellets
• Emerging Pacific Rim market with source 

material in the Pacific Northwest
• Demand is currently met by foreign producers



REGIONAL FINDINGS
• Location can accommodate modern unit trains and has a competitive advantage closer 

to open waters
• Challenging business climate in Oregon is an opportunity for Washington Ports
• Multiple sites on the lower Columbia River are marketing or planning to capture a similar 

market
• Long-term capacity on the lower Columbia river is greater than demand over a 20-30 

year horizon
• A multi-purpose dock has high costs compared to income potential

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

SOURCE: EcoNorthwest, Market Analysis to Inform Conceptual Plans for a Deep-Water Marine Cargo Facility at the Port of Woodland, July 2022.

CEREALS & 
SOYBEANS

POTASH & 
SODA ASH

AG 
MEALS
COMMODITIES

WOOD 
PELLETS

• Long-term capacity on 
the lower Columbia river is 
greater than demand over a 
20-30 year horizon

CEREALS & SOYBEANS 
• Long-term market expected to 

have steady demand
• Emerging competition from 

foreign producers 
• Uncertainty in ability to capture 

share of export regions in the 
near-term

• A multi-purpose dock has 
high costs compared to 
income potential

POTASH & SODA ASH 
• Production aligns with lower 

Columbia River exports and 
strong/stable global demand

• Positive long-term global growth 
outlook will remain strong in the 
intermediate term

• Export location is hard to predict 
and determined by few select 
producers. 

• Terminal requires significant land 
for storage

REGIONAL FINDINGS
• Location can accommodate 

modern unit trains and has 
a competitive advantage 
closer to open waters

AGRICULTURAL MEALS
DRIED DISTILLER’S GRAIN SOLUBLES (DDGS)

• Emerging market due to ethanol 
production pushed by federal 
climate policy

• Demand for feedstock driven by 
the Pacific Rim

• Commodity should be co-
located with ethanol production 
facilities. 

WOOD PELLETS
• Emerging Pacific Rim market 

with source material in the 
Pacific Northwest

• Demand is currently met by 
foreign producers

• Multiple sites on the 
lower Columbia River are 
marketing or planning to 
capture a similar market 

• Challenging business climate 
in Oregon is an opportunity 
for Washington Ports

PORT OF 
VANCOUVERPORT OF 

PORTLAND

PORT OF 
LONGVIEW

PORT OF 
KALAMA

PORT 
WESTWARD

AUSTIN POINT

REGIONAL CONTEXT



TERMINAL CONCEPTS
Draft concepts for the shipping terminal were developed based on findings from the 
economic analysis. 

These concepts differ in number of users and infrastructure required to support operations. 
Goods at the shipping terminal will be transported using unit trains located on the landside 
of the levee with minimal added vehicle traffic for operational staff. For more information 
regarding railroad infrastructure efforts, please contact the Port directly at AustinPoint@
portofwoodland.com.

Single User Concepts

ALL LANDSIDE
• One rail car 

dumper
• All storage 

landside of levee

Considerations: 
levee right-of-way 
issues

LANDSIDE DUMPER, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

• One rail car 
dumper landside 
of levee

• All storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
levee right-of-way 
issues



Two-user Concepts

LANDSIDE DUMPERS, 
WATERSIDE STORAGE

• Two rail car 
dumpers 
landside of levee

• All storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
binding waterside 
site plan required, 
potential to 
remove/replace 
existing pile dikes,    
levee right-of-way 
issues

LANDSIDE DUMPERS, 
SPLIT USERS

• Two rail car 
dumpers landside 
of levee

• User 1 storage 
landside of levee, 
User 2 storage 
waterside of 
levee

Considerations: 
binding waterside 
site plan required, 
potential to remove/
replace existing pile 
dikes, levee right-of-
way issues



PUBLIC ACCESS
OVERVIEW
Austin Point is a vibrant recreational space 
with great access to recreational opportunities 
on the Columbia and Lewis rivers. The center 
of the three properties is currently leased and 
surrounded by undeveloped wetlands to the 
north and south. Activities in the wetlands and 
buffer areas are limited due to environmental 
regulations. In addition, access to the island 
north of Port property is restricted due to a 
salmon restoration site managed by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. The map to the right 
shows additional ways that Austin Point is 
currently used.

Community Access Requests
Engagement with the public through outreach 
events revealed a few key access requests:

• River access for boaters
• Shoreline access where feasible
• Fishing at confluence
• Preserved unique character 

PUBLIC ACCESS CONCEPTS
The Port is committed to enhancing 
public access at Austin Point. A variety 
of options have been developed that 
incorporate public feedback. These options 
can be flexible and scaled to the overall 
project. The public access concepts were 
developed using the following goals: 

• Build on existing uses and access
• Maintain character
• Protect wetlands and habitat
• Connect all three port properties
• Expand shoreline and water access

Public access concepts are focused in three 
areas at Austin Point: North Access, Central 
Access, and South Access.



NORTH ACCESS
A riverside walking path and small parking area 
provides waterside connection to northern Port 
property and includes the following features:

• Recreation
• Parking
• Pedestrian path

• Beach access
• Shoreline stabilization

• Beach access
• Fish cleaning area
• Picnic area

• Shore fishing
• Playground
• Pedestrian path

• Elevated boardwalk
• Confluence lookout

• Beach access
• Boat launch (if feasible)

CENTRAL ACCESS
Convenient central parking provides access to trails, 
the beach, and picnic area. The pedestrian path along 
the terminal connects to the northern Port property. This 
concept includes the following features:

SOUTH ACCESS
An elevated boardwalk allows visitors to enjoy the 
protected wetland. Pathways lead to the river shore 
and lookout point. Additional property could be 
purchased to add a boat ramp and open space if 
feasible. This concept includes the following features:


