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FOR IMMEDIATELY RELEASE 

September 5, 2018 

The Port of Woodland Commission received the resignation of Commissioner Gerald Peterson. 
Commissioner Peterson’s resignation, dated August 22, 2018, will be effective October 31, 2018. The 
Port of Woodland Commission will begin the advertisement for interested individuals who reside within 
the Port of Woodland District 2 immediately. Commissioner Peterson will be honored on October 11th 
for his years of service and dedication to the Port of Woodland.  
 
Commissioner Peterson was appointed in January of 1984 after filling the seat of Charles Ferguson in 
December 1983 and was elected in the fall of 1984 for his first six-year term. He began as a dairy farmer 
in the Woodland Bottoms until 1988 when they began to harvest raspberries after selling their entire 
herd due to the struggling dairy business. Commissioner Peterson was elected to the Port with the firm 
belief of balancing industrial development while maintaining the agricultural fields of the Woodland 
Bottoms led by the challenge of the advancement of industrial development at Austin Point.  
 
“After serving only ten years on the Port Commission, I want to thank Commissioner Peterson for the 
thirty-four years of service to the Port and Woodland community. This longevity and dedication in the 
industry is greatly appreciated and I wish Jerry all the best in his future,” stated Commission President 
Paul Cline.  
 
“I wish to thank Jerry for his years of service, in particular, of protecting Woodland agricultural ground. 
Rest assured we will try to carry his legacy forward for many years to come, as we as a Port promote 
organized growth in our community. Thank you, Jerry,” added Commission Secretary Dale Boon.  
 
Over the last thirty-four years of service to the Woodland Port Commission, he has been a part of the 
development of Schurman Way Industrial Park, Schurman Rail Spur, Down River Drive Industrial Park, 
the Columbia River Channel Deepening Project, and the newest projects Guild Road Industrial Parks I 
and II.  
 
The Port of Woodland will be taking applications for those interested in serving the remainder of 
Commissioner Peterson’s term through December 2019. Application will be open until October 31 at 5 
PM. The remaining Port Commissioners will hold interviews on November 14 and intent to appoint at 
the November 15 board meeting. Those interested are urged to visit 
www.portofwoodland.com/communications or visit the Port office for the application. Those interested 
must reside in Port of Woodland District 2 and questions regarding eligibility should contact Cowlitz 
County Elections. The Port is located (through September 13) at 115 Davidson Avenue or (after 
September 17) at the new location of 1608 Guild Road.  
 
For more information, contact  
Jennifer Keene, Port of Woodland  
jkeene@portofwoodland.com 360-225-6555 

http://www.portofwoodland.com/communications
mailto:jkeene@portofwoodland.com


 
P.O. Box 87                  115 Davidson Avenue, Woodland, WA, 98674                    360.225.6555                         www.portofwoodland.com 

 

 

 

About the Port of Woodland- the Port was established in 1961 and has 425 acres of industrial and agricultural property. 
There are 18 companies and farms at the Port creating over 300 jobs. The Commission is committed to attracting and 
retaining family wage jobs, supporting the industrial development and providing recreational opportunities to the region.   
 

 


